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A YOUNG o r 


Who had been Religiouſly brought up; but comiiſy 
up to Town, with a delign to Study the Law, was 

. Ridiculed out of his Innocence, and Virtue; by. 4 
Wicked ſett of Atheiſtical 3 
True Account of his Miſerable Death, 


LIKE WIS Is 


AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE, * 


: OF | 
Jou wn D UNC ATW 
Auge. Hands and Legs Retted Of. 


WHICH: 


Was the very Puniſbment he wiſnhed might beſall him, 


it he had commined à certain Thett with. wich. 
he was charged; „ 
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To the firſt Edition and Atteſtations to 
I the truth of the Hiſtor x. ; 


EING often importuned by ſcveral of my nearer 

B Acquaintance, to publiſh the following Relation, 
as an Account that might be very uſeful to the Public, 
' particularly againſt Profaneneſs and Atheiſm ; and 
| finding my Buſineſs at preſent very urgent upon me, I 
have at laſt yielded to give the Papers and Notes which 

* LT. took during the whole, Viſitation, to a” Friend of 
nine, to put them in ſome kind of method and or der 

3 for the Preſs; and having examined the Piece now it is 
perfected, with the Original Notes and Papers which 

J drew myſelf, 1 find the Sub/tance and material Part 
very faithfully done, yore, OS 


It cannot be expected by the Reader that the /tile 
aud words are verbatim the ſame as delivered eſpeci- 
ally the two Letters which are in thefollowiny Tratt, 
but as far as I remember, and as my Notes will ai 
me (in taking 'of which I uſed all the ſincerity and 
care I could) I dare affirm that there is nothing mate= 
rial left out, nor is there any interpolations which are 
nat genuine, I mean ſuch as do not add to the ſenſe, 
Hut only expatiate, in order to give a plainer ntion 
and Idea of the matter + But as to what that miſera- 
ble Gentleman delivered himſelf (who is the Subject 
of this Relation) both I and the Methodizer of my 
Notes have been ſuperſtitiouſly critical to give 

— | e 
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; them as near the Truth and very Fxpreſſions as we 
could believing the Reader would not be diſpleaſed to 
have as nice and exact! Account of that part of the 
Treatiſe -as poſſibly could be met with 


There 15 anither thing whith the Reader will not 


| be forry to find; which is, That whereas in dreadful | 

__ _ Juyprizing Relations, e Bookſcller, Author, or 

[ both together, du uſually clog the matter of fact with 

ung and tedions obſervations, impertinent refiec- 

i tions and ſuch like ſtuff, only to make the I ulume ſiueil; 

| here he will ſiu no needleſs or trifling digrefſions, 

| _ owmanmixed Relation, barely and purely dedivered 

%)) that the Reader all the while he 1 eads, will be upex 

6, Sabjedt, and nit perplexed with an expceation 

{ of it | De | : > 

! I have no mere to add but this, That I am willing 
to hope and belicue this Treatiſe may te a means to 

| flartle fome that are Atheiſtically inclined, and 

1 perhaps reclaim others, who by ſceing ibis, may con- 

11 clude it their intereſt, rather to be a thoughtful 

| h Reader of ſuch an Hiftory, than to be ſuch an 
Hiſtory themſelves, And as fer other Y oung Peo- 

/ ple whoſe Converſe. in the World has not yet given 


them the unhappy Acguaintance of our. Modern. 
Atheiſts or their Principles, this may he a ſpur to 
their diligence, and a warning to keep them from 


the dreadful Sin of Apeſtatiſing. | 
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Te Methodizer's Apology. +3 | 


Am ſenſible enough that this Age has adeal 
of Curioſity and little Charity in it, not bet 
that every one whoby imprudence, accident, or 
otherwise, gives a, juſt Oceafion for others: 10 
be Unchar itable, is "obliged; in juſtice to remoxe 
it, or content to bear it. 

x ſhall therefore ſo far as Iam concerned, give 
that Account to the World which I have 9 to 
to ſeveral eminent Divines and Gentlemen, who 
have been with Me for latisfaction in this Af- 
fair, viz. 

The Divine, whom 1 pelie ve to be 4 perſon 
of integrity, and from: whom, received tbe 
Minutes (which I have thus Methodized) having 
mentioned them to Me, I became 1mportunate 
for their Publication, which he declined ſeveral 
Times, urging his Dependance upon the Family, 
and, the ill conſequence it might! have in reſp ect 
of his Fortunes, perhaps of his Life. At la he 
conſented, upon my Solemn Promiſe not to diſ- 
cover him, and upon aſſuring him, that only the 
two firſt Letters of his Name ſhould be printed; 
all this time retaining from me a knowledge of 

the Family. 80 ſoon as L had put, t e, Original 
Papers in that little Order the Was now- tings 
16930 he defiredhe. mighit. havg all bagk, to com- 
pare the finiſhed*Piece with ie eigne Notes; 
which. he did, and wrote the Preface, acquitting 
me of any additions, iaterpolations, &, With 
this Peface, amongſt other things, he ſeat Me a 
Letter (which after wards he told me he deſigned 
to ſend by itſelf and therefore it was, {ealgg: up.) 

The Letter is as: follows. 6 
8 Li, 
Had Your 8 mals the Maude * havigg 
compared it with the Memoirs I took, I think 
2 You 


— — MASSES : ——— D — 
rh — erg a 


- 
— "Po 2 8 * 5 nnn 
- 0 . X 


ad * —— wx 


I 
ry 


35 a 


— — 


9 8 * 
— ——— ů 7˙ > — 
7 K 


— Bei tetris tone abt Ate 


4 The Methodizer's < Apology. 


* 


| you have done Me, and the Caſe of that miſera- 
* Fl 


ble Man, a rigid Juftice, + 
As to the Preface you mentioned in Your's, if 


i the following will be of any ſervice to you, y ou 


are free to it. Let only the two firſt Letters of 
my Name be printed at the latter end of the Pre- 
face, In the Title Page you may alſo ſay, By 


J. S. a Miniſter of the Church of England, a 


frequent Viſitor during the whole Sickneſs, or 


ſomething like it, T am going down into Eſex, 
and as ſoon as I return, I ſhall ſee your Bookfel- 


ler, of whom I expect to receive half a dozen 

Books, ' Your real Friend and Servant, 

Decemb. 26, CE * 8 
The Book being printed, ſeveral Divines and 


others, who were very willing to have a good At- 
teſtation, came to enquire of the Bookſeller and 


of Me about it, and Ialſo being very defirous the 


World might be fully ſatisfied in it (the Relation 


beginning to make ſuch an unexpected noiſe) 
purſued my Author at his return out of Efex, with 


' continual importunities of Publiſhing all he knew 
of the whole matter, with the circumſtances of 


Perſons and place, preſſing the concern of Religion 
my own Reputation and the Bookſellers (who is 


hereby ſufficiently acquitted from any unfair deal- 


ing in the Caſe) to which (as nearas I can re- 
mem ber, and as I have told ſome in Town, whole 
friendſhip | moſt value) he anſwered, that he was 
coldly received at his return, and loaded with the 
Epithets of ingreatful Promiſe-braker, &c. for he 
had promiſed them not to make the concern Pub- 
lic (which indeed he has not in the moſt materi- 


al points.) Beſides, he tells me of fome private 


4 : threats 


n 
1 
Cr 
2 
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convenience) leveral Patrons with him; 
good this Argument is I know not, having very 
little Acquaintance in Law Matters; I told him 
that ſeveral things look ſuſpicious in it, as that 
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The Methodizer's 7 


threats that he has heard, in Caſe he nen the 


* Apology* $ p 


Family to the Publici gnowiny of ſuch a Relati- 
on; and heſays he is ſufficiently aflured that thoſe - 


Divines and Doctors he ſaw with the ſick Perſon, 


have been dealt with under-hand, or elſe the bu - 


have come to light before 
I told him that I believed his dependance 


iinelſs muſt certainly 


+ 


on the Family (which he told me had many 
branches, and this Gentleman was unknown to- 
him before that time) was not abſolutely necel- - 
iary ſince I doubted not (for J have heard it Mo? 


mited) but that he would meet with a Patron, in 
He anſwred to this, 
that if all other Teſtimonies were taken off but 


caſe he ſhould be expelled. 


his, he might reaſonably fear, being unjuſtly de- 
graded, or eternal impriſonment, and ſuch an ac- 
tion of ſcandal, that would ruin (or at leaſt in- 


it ſhould come out by none of all thoſe that were 
preſent befides him To which he anſwered as 
before, that he was confident they were all ad- 
jured filence, by Promiſes, Threats, or ſome other 


Method ſuitable to their qualities, I told him 
that many ſuſpect, that Mr. F— N. was the 
Perſon: He proteſted he was not. Here were 


other things of this natuxe that paſt betweem us, 
in all which I diſcovered him mighty uneaſy and 


apprehenſive of further Miſchief, continually 


FROG his Injunction and my Promiſe of not 
revealing any thing, if by any fortuitous or un- 
garde Exprefon, had diſcovered the Family. 
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_ which every one would be unw 


As for my particular, I know well enough, 
that my own integrity and Reputation is the hinge 
upon which the Relation chiefly. moves, and I 
am very willing that any Divine, Gentleman, 
or other- Perton whatever, ſhould have the Li- 
berty of Examining who and what JI am; of all 


my Acquaintance, and if my Credit hitherto ap- 


pcars unſpotted and free, and (hot flained with 
baſe, little and diſhonorable Actions, | hope | 
hall have that common Chapity in this affair 
Mig to Le deny dd 


were he in my circun nſtances. 271 he Bookicliler 


will give any one an account my Lodgings, 
where they may have means for rther latisfac- 
mon upon this laſt head, So that Þ think there1s 
no neceſſity of ſubſcrbing my Name to this Ap- 
pology. | 
This is the fulleſt Accoviit the World 3 is to 
expect from what lat preſent know in this Affair 


and if J receive any further light into it hereafter, 


all ſoon make it Pu lic, for my own Credit 


and the farisfaction of others. 


P . - L "= 


HE Weihe er of this Hi ory being a 
Perſon of great integrity, the Reader has 
no reaſon to queſtion the” Truth of this printed 
Atteſtation he has here given concerning it; and 
what commendation T ſhall give of it, will be ſer= 
viceable no longer than till thou baſt peruſed it 
through ; thou wilt find ſuch Wine in it as needs 
no buſh. This only I ſhall ſay, it well deſerves 
thy ſerious and Frequebt erufal; and J Rartily 
y;ſh thoſe pious zentleinen that have Eftätes 
would be infirumental in diſperſing of it through- 
hg 
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out the whole Kiogdces that ſo all ranks of Men, 
eſpecially the Youth of this Nation, might feap 
ſome advantage by this enen and ama- 
zung e This is the Sentiment and hearty 
deſire of thy cordial Friend in the Lord, N 
We ley, M. A. . ” | 
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February the 1ſt. 2693. 


"Goiffefomdn came into Nr. Dunton- [ Shop 
between three and four o * Clock, and 
faid, ſhe knew the Secexd Spira, and was ac- 


quainted with the Family to SER he belonecd : 


Witness my Hand, Joſepb Poole. 
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February che ift. 1693. 


6 came into M R.. Dass 
Shop, in company with another Perſon, 

and ſaid, ſhe knew the Second Spira, and was ace 
quainted with the Family; and when he impor- 


Ttunately urged her to tell him who the Perſon 


was, ſhe ſaid, fhe would not diſcover the Perſon. 
or Family, but thas the truth of it would be ac- 
knowledged in a little time. 


8 Witneſs ny Hand, Annanias A 


en two Perſons 1 :" Crutcked Fryers, near 
che 1 


* 


nE 


Tr ode nears Lo OI 


_ being at once imployed they ſhould make ſo 


myſelf ſaw and heard actually, I communicate by 


them aih er... 


ful an Exit the eighth of December, 1692, 
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| HAT Example prevail above precepts can 
1 be no ſurpriſe to any one that confiders 
the rarity of them, or that moſt of the ſenſes 


ſtrong an impreſſion upon the Brain, and ſo upon 
the underſtanding according to the mauner of 
rien. 

The preſent inſtance, whoſe Relation I have 
undertaken, having made fo deep an imprefion 
vpon my own Mind, I could not think, but that 
if all Men perticipate of the ſame Nature as I do, 
but that they muſt be equally affected witn: ir, 
ſome aliowance being made for this, that what J 


way of Relation to others. + | 

I am obliged out of tenderneſs and reputation, 
to conceal the Name of the Family of this Gen- 
tleman, who is the Subject of the following Dif- 
courſe, and could hartily with that my concealing 
it would make fo many as do know it, to forget 
every thing but the Example itſelf that being only 
uſeful; the reſt Ignominous : But J am afraid my 
wiſhes will prove ſuccetsleſs, there being four 
more Divines, befides myſelf, who were very fre- 
quently there, at the beginning of his Sickneſs, 
beſides ſeveral Gentlemen and others, whoſe Ac- 
quaintance, or deſign of doing Good might lead 


et COD OT4 ont gs 


This unhappy Gentleman, who made ſo dire- 


had 5 


3 
* 


— 


- N 


. 


had in his Youth the advantage of a Religious. 
and virtuous. Education; dn which it was obfer- 
vable, that he made a: more confiderable pro- 
greſs than was uſual for ſueh Years, being very 
Warm and active in: all Religious Exerciſes: 
Beſides he was a. great proficient in Eearning, 
being tent up to the Univerſiiy from the School 
where he was Educated very perfect in his Latin 
and Greek Tongues at ſixteen Years of Age, 
where he continued five Vears: His behaviour 
and deportment being ſuch that all his Friends 
and Acquaintance looked upon him as an un- 


common bleſſing, and an ornament to his Family. 


At the Age of twenty-one he came up to Town, 


and entreed himſelf into the Inns of Court, de- 


ſigning to ſtudy the Law; his Friends and he 
concluding it neceffary, that thoſe that have 
Eſtates ſhould have at leaſt ſo much inſight in the 
Law as to know how to preſerve them. ; 
O! that I could proceed with my Character, 
or at leaft break off, and ſay, here he dyed, 
ignorant of the Town and its Vices! But alas, 
the ſcene 1s changed, and here we bring another 
Perſon upon the Stage, laughed and rediculed out 
of his innocence and virtue, by new Accquam- 
| tance, and for a. long Fime together playing the 
_ Hypocrite, aſſuming unto himſelf a degree of 
that Prophaneneſs and Impiety he. was innocent 
of, appearing more vile and baſe than he could 
ſuddenly bring himſelf to be, only to ſecure his 


reputation with his Companions, and avoid the 


uneaſineſs of being a common jeſt. But this 
Was not the only nor chief Method whereby he 
was brought to his Apoſtacy, for he had too 
much, Judgment, and too well grounded to be 


-ſhocked and altered with a bare laughter, or a 


ridiculous 
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ridiculous grit, He would often ſay Gentle- 
men, thoſe; that pretend to Reaſon cannot be 
e ſo bewitched with the. Charms of Mirth as to 
Wi. think laughing a good Argument to confute 
| „ whatever may be faid ; if Religion be ſo unrea- 
** fonable a thing as you would perſwade me, by 
** laughing at it, Why don't you give me ſome 
fair Reaſons againſt it? Hereupon ſome of rhe 
oldeſt ſtandinꝑg would ſoggeſt, That Mabomet 


— 
1 
* 5 of * 
— 
— * 
Y 


y © has more Votaries than Chri-: Phat Re- 
“ ligion is not without its Martyrs and Confeſ- 
1 * ſors; That the wild fudians dare bravely dye 
1 for their Religion: That there is no Nation, be 

q |! | it never ſo Barbarous, that gives us not ſome 
p || „fine examples of doing and ſuffering ; that 
4 A therefore it is not the excellency of any one | 
i % Religion, but the prejudices of all, that pro- 

' © duces theſe Effects: That it is the habit and 

bl „ cuſtom of Education that creates the formi- 
* dable notions of Conſcience, Heaven, Hell, 
Bi „ Futurity, and the Immortality of the Soul, 
87 all which are but the Politic inventions of 
* „ Prieſts and cunning Magiſtrates, to inrich 


A 


BK e themſelves and keep the vulgar in àwe, Who 
; * — 2 8 7 F : = 
are naturally ſuperſtitious nd Hearful :' 


I With a deul more to'ithe? fame purpoſe. Such 
: charanguesas theſe did by little and little poy fon 


| © 2*the Principles of this poor Gentleman, and mould 

| him into the fame leaven with themſelves; not 
only into the ſame judgment, but liberty of all 
Propllaneneſs, Debauchery and Injuſtice, às far 
as he could act without | the'cognizance-of the 

Law. It would not be amiſs to add, that this 
Gentleman was one of that CLUB Which within 
theſe laſt ſeyen Years met together conſtantly, 
* R : 81 1 1 10 
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ts lay down ſuch rules and methods as that. 
they might be critically Wicked in every thing 


* 


that they could, without the Laws taking bold of. 
them; and therefore the Law itſelf was more 
perticularly examined, what falacies, might 
be put upon it; where and in what Cales 
it did not provide againſt vaheaid of Villa- 
nies ; what ſubterſuges and evations there 
might be in its expoſition ; with many more like 


| horrid inſtances, which were all noted down as 


very uſeſul diſcoveries for the new Candidates 
of improved 1impicty. _ N 
This brings to my Mind a terrible inflance of 


the pride and wickedneſs of Julian the Apoſtate *. 


But to proceed, this Gentlemans ſenſc and Edu- 
cation had furniſhed him with too much Prudence 
to every body ; he commonly kept a very fair 


_ Correſpondence with his Friends, and in all 


e den 


>. 2. * * * — 1 r 8 Ro One 


— — 
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*FULIAN the Apoſlate having led the Roman Army 
into Perfia, in the Winter time, in a Battle againſt the, 
Perfians, was Wounded wich an Arrow from an un- 
known Hand, which Wound loſing his ſenſes, he fell 
upon his Horſe Neck, and by bis Soldiers was carrjed 
into bis Tent; where, after means uſed, coming io him- 
ſelf again, and recovering ſtrength) he called for his 
Horſe and Arms, that he n:ight:return again into Bat- 
ile; but afterwards finding his ſtrengih fail him, in ex- 
tream pride he took his Blood in his Hangs, and holding 
ii.. alt SLE be SF 54» 5 3 
it up to Heaven, he uſed theſe; Words againſt cur Sa- 

o Set IT eas HATAOT Cangl oglh 451 LV] SALT Ts TT 
viour, Vicifti Galilee, Vi, i. e. Thou baff Con- 

;ou haſt Conquered me: 


— — . 


qere dme O Galiſegs; Thou haſt C 
For fo he uſed in fcorn to call Jeſus Chriſt. 

; Attefled by Thecdorei, and related by Segomen. 
line 6. col. 2 page 511 | 


r < rr 


5 : L a Sedan Sa 8 _ 
” * 4 3 8 — 0 . 
x _ —— = - — — —— — — —— ot — tee eee IP ' 
Ps CAIRO DEI —— _ = — — —ͤ—ę— —— — _ k * . a - . | 


if | 12 Diving, JUDGMENTS 


ſtrange places was very ſober and reſerved, pru- 
| dence obliging him not to difcover all he believed, 
bi to every body. Thus ke:lived ſeveral Years, . 
M being as ſecretty wicked as all Temptations and 
© .  theadvantages of a good Eftate would ſuffer him. 
But as the wicked do not live out half their Days 
by reaſon of their intemperance and debaucheries, 
18 ſo this Gentleman haſtened his diſmal-Period by 
B the like courſes, falling deſperately ill on tlie 
thirtieth of Member laſt, continuing ſo till the 
eighth of December, as we ſaid above. i 
| As foon as he found himſelf precipitated by his 
ill courſes into ſuch a dangerous Sickneſs, he be- 
gan to be extreamly ſtartled and amazed at the 
| - apprehenſions of Death (for he believed he ſhould 
| dye) and in ſpite of all he could do, he could not 
ſorbear reflecting upon another Life; and not- 
withſtanding all his fortifications to the contrary, 
he could not confute nor rid himſelf of the expec- 
tation of a future retribution. Being thus diſ- 
trated with his Diſtemper and Fears, he threw 
himſelf upon the Bed, and diſcourſed with himſelf. 
after this manner. O! what is the meaning of 
this tumultuous War in my Breaft ? what argu- 
| ment is there now to aſſiſt me againſt matters of 
1 Fact? Do J aſſert, that their is no Hell at all 
alancd yet I feel one in my Boſom? Am I certain 
it _ that there is no Heaven, when I am ſo ſure that 
| there isa Hell? That there is no after retribu- 
. tions when I feel a preſent Judgment? Do I. 
affirm' my Soul to be as mortal as my Body, when 
this languiſhes, and that is as vigorous as ever? 
il © ! that any one could reſtore to me my ancient 
i! guard of Piety and innocency ! But it is too late. 
. Wretched 
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, Ae had no ſooner ended, but in comes one of 
4 | his old Companions, to pay him a Viſit, for he had 
£ heard that he was not well: „How now Brother 
2 “ [fays he] Why this melancholy Look and Poſ- 
Fx ture? you ſeem to be more concerned in your 
" «© Mind than Body; Pray tell me what is the 
* Matter ? The Matter? replyed the Other, fixing 
. a pair of ghaſtly Eyes upon him: It is you and 
We the reſt of my Companions, that have in- 
ü «© {tilled thoſe Principles into Me, which now 
1 * having moſt need of them, leave me in the 
a * Agonies of Deſpair and Confuſion, What 
he «© Advice or Comfort have you now to fortify 
Id «© Me againſt my fearful expectations of another 
at Life? Are you certain that iy Soul is Mate- 
tp « rial and Mortal? And that it will diſſolve with 
Js * the Body? I am ſo certain replyed the Other, 
C- « that | venture my whole upon it *. . 
i- Here I interruped them by coming into the 
MW | | Room 
elf 
of S 12 * * R 
2 Pope Leo the Tenth, was ſo impudent as to make 
of the promiſes and threats contained in the Word of 
all . God, things to be laughed at, mocking the ſimplicity of 
ain thoſe that believe them: And when Cardinal Bembzs, 
hat quoted upon occafion a place out of the Goſpel ; the Pope 
u- anſwered, Quantum nobis prefuit Fabula he de Cliriſto? 
5 O! what profit hath this fable of Chrift brought unto us? 
n The Pope having by his pardons and indulgencies ſcrap. 
ed togeth ſt f f Money t inta in his Cour. 
95 gether vaſt ſums of Money to maintain 0 
1 tezans and Whores, and to inrich his Baſtards: As be 
ent Was one day at Meat, Neus was brought to him of the 
ate. overthrow of the French in Lombardy, which he much 


Wretch that I am, Whither ſhall I ſty from 
this Breaſt, or what will become of Me:? 
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Room and applying myſelf to the Sick Perſop. I 
told him that Iwas a Stranger to him, yet hearing 
of his Diſtemper I thought it my duty to 
„pay him a Viſit, and give him what Chriſtian 


e comfort and advice I was capible of. I thank 


% you replyed the Sick Perſon, and would defire 
you then to engage that Gentleman that fits 
© there (meaning his Friend) and prove unto 
% him that the Soul is not Matter, nor Mortal. 
«© That the Soul is not Matter (ſaid I) Deſcartes 
„ hasproved in his method, by ſhewing that the 
“ Soul is independant of Matter. That Matter 
ec itſelf cannot think neither in whole nor 
« in part, is evident enough from Mr, Locke 
«© of HUMAN UnDERSTANDING. But after 
& all we perhaps can beſt prove it thus; Matter 
« is by every Philoſopher granted to be in its 
© own Nature, indifferent to Motion or Reft; 
& that if it be in Reſt, it will lye eternally ſo, 
“ unleſs ſomething elſe moves it; and that if 
% any thing put it in Motion, it will eternally 
ce move where is not for the Oppoſition of other 
& Matter, wluch clogs and retards its Motion. 
« But thoſe that would have the Soul to be a 
&« pure fine Matter, ſay that it firſt moves the 
« animal Spirits, they the Nerves, and theſe a 
„ Leg, ar Arm, &. Mechanically, as Matter 
cc moves Matter. Now thoſe that make the 
| 5 © Soul 
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rejoyced at, and doutled his gο Cheer; but before 


he aroſe ont the le, God's band firuck him with a 
grievous Sich nef-, whereof he Died within three Days. 
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Soul the firſt Agent and mover, make Matter 


to move itſelf, which is impoſſible according 


to the above cited Thefis ; which will have 


Matter to Reſt eternally, unleſs it be moved 


by ſomething. But the Soul does move the 
Body independent of Matter, and Matter can- 
not move ualeſs it be firſt moved: Therefore 
the Soul is not Matter, and conſequently not 
periſhable by Attrition, Tranſinutation, &c. 


But Gentlemen, added I, I hope there is no need 


of a Lecture of this Nature to either of you; 
for you look like Creatures that have a ſhare 
in Human Nature, which has the Doctrine 
of the Immortality of the Soul innate with it. 
The Sick Perſon made no other Anſwer than a 
diſmal Groan, as if his Heart had broke, and 
his Friend alſo made haſte out of the Room, 
without bidding us God b'w'e. I was ſurpri- 
zed at ſuch an Effect, and deſired the Sick 
Party to know the Reaſon of his Diſcontent, 
offering my Aſſiſtance torremove it if poſſi- 
ble, by Counſel, Prayer, Advice, or any way 
that Jays in my Power, | 

Alas! dir, replyed he, you have undeceived 
me now it is too late; I was afraid of nothing 


ſo much as the Immortality of my Soul; now 


you have aſſured Me of that you have aſcer- 


tained ine of a Hell, of a fearful expectation 
of Judgment, of a Portion among thoſe that 
have Apoſtatized from their Religion, of the: 
lot of Atheifts, and oppoſers of Chrift; You. 
have now Sealed my Damnation, by giving. 
me an earneſt of it, I mean an awakened. 
: Conſcience, that brings my Sins into my Re- 
membrance, reckoning up the numerous Cata- 


2. log us. 
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logue for which I muſt go and give an Account. 
O Apoſtate Wretch ! from how great Hopes 
am I fallen? O! that I had never known what 
Religion had been; then had I never denyed- 
my Saviour, nor been ſo black an Heir of 
« Perdition *. . = 


F 


_- — 
„„ 
ns. bathed 
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* Mr. William Rogers, an Apothecary of Crauebrec h, 
in Kent, exceeding much given to Drinking and Sab— 
bath breaking, though a young Man of a ſweet and 
pleaſing Temper, was often admoniſhed and perſwaded 
by Mr. Rcbert Abbot, Minifter of the Place to come ts. 


Church; but had often promiſed and failed; but one 


Lords-day in the Morning, when he ſaid he was read 

to come, he was taken Sick, and betook him to his Bed; 
but it proving only an Ague, next Morning he betook 
bim to his old courſe again. Next Week the Meſſen- 
ger of Death came in earneft, Mr. Abbot addreſſed him- 
ſelf to him in his Chamber, with theſe words, O! how 
often have you deceived God, your own Soul, and me! 
And what ts now to be done? l fear you will die, and 
then what will become of you? His Sickneſs prevailed, 
and there was too great a fire kindled in his Breaſt to be 
ſmothered ; it burned in his own Soul, and it lightned 
from his Heart and Lips into the Ears and Hearts 


of thoſe about him. One while he cries out, ſaying, 


„ have been a fearful Drunkard, pouring in on= 
«« Draught after another, till one Draught could not 
& keep down another: I now would be glad if I 
& could tak? the leaſt of God's Creatures which I have 
« abuſed. I have neglected my Patients which have 
put their Lives in my Hands, and how many Souls 
„% have I thus Murdered ? I have wilfully neglected. 
% God's Houſe, Service, and Worſhip; and though L 
purpoſed to go, God firikes me thus, before the Day 
© of promiſe comes becauſe 1 am unworthy to come 
4 among 


——— 


— — . > es reno rn nng 


I was ſo ſurprized at ſuch kind of Expreſſions 
that I ſtood ſpeechleſs for a conſiderable Time, 
for having received the charaQter of a Perſon 
that had imbibed ſome Atheiſtical Principles: J 
little expected ſuch a deſperate Change, but rather 
that I thould have an hard Talk of it to make 
him conſider ſerioufly.of a future Life: But fo 
ſoon as I could recolle& myſelf, I ſaid, Sir, I 


would defire you to take heed how you violate 


the 


* mY * hs 8 ——_—. 
— * — 
q 8 — _ 


« among God's People again.“ Another while he falls 


a wiſhing; ** Oh! that l might burn a long time in 


« that Fire (pointing to the Fire before him) fol 
* might not burn in Hell; O! that God would grant 
me but one Year, or a Month, that the World might 
„ ſce with what an heart ] have promiſed to God my 
„ 4mendmen:; O! that God would try me a lite: 


« But I am unworthy.* Another while to his Com- 


panions. *« Be warned by Me to forfake your 
& wicked Ways, leſt you go to Hell as I muſt do, 
«© Calls his young Servant, tells him, that he had been 
% 2 wicked Maſter to him; but be warned by Me, ſaith 
he; you have a Friend, that hath an Iron Furnace, 


* which burns hot a long Time; but if you give your- 


“ ſelf to my Sins, you ſhall be burned in the Furnace of 


« Hell, an hotter Furnace, Millions of Millions of. 


Ages.“ The Miniſter propounding to him the pro- 


miſes of the Goſpel, he cried, ** It is too late, I muſt be 
* purned in Hell.” He preſſed him with Tears nor to caſt 
away that Soul for which Chriſt died, &c. He anſwer- 
ed, “ He had caſt off Chriſt, and therefore muſt go to 
ee Hell. In ſhort, at laſt in idleneſs of Thought and 
« Talk, he ended his miferable Life. See the Narra- 


tive, publiſhed by Mr. Abbot, the Miniſter -; or, a 


Pamphlet, called A warning Piece to Druzkards. 


Turner, P» 455 3d. alph. : B 3 | 
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i Safferings of Chriſt, as if they were not ſuffi - 
al cient for the Redemption of the greateſt Sinner. 
" This may be a deluſion of the Devil, who would 


now hinder you from Repentance and Faith in 
Chriſt, I hope if I have convinced you of the 
Sik! Immortallity of the Soul, this is to a good End, 
for the way to cure a Diſtemper is firſt to know 
|! it; if you had Died ignorant of it, you had been 
15 miſerably uadeceived in another World, whereas 
knowing it now, you have an Opportunity and 
{ome time left to prepare for your welfare. To 
which he replyed ; | 
\} As to the Mercy of God in Chr}, I once 
#5 *© knew and taſted what they were, which is now 
Th part of my Courſe, in that I am more ſenſible 
. of the loſs of them. They are I will grant 
WW you, futhcient to thoſe that have any ſhare in 
*£ them; but what is that to Me, who have denied 
„ Chri/t; who have daily Crucified him afreſh, 
% and put him to open Shame; the devil has 
„„ nothing to do with the Torture I feel; 
= <©#{ jt is no delufion of his but the juſt Judgment 
© of God upon Me; and your Convictions are 
* allo part of my heavy Judgment, in that you 
have given me a ſenſible Horrour of my Sin 
„% by proving my Soul Immortal, whereas had 
6] gone ſtraight to Hell in my old Damnable 
«© Opinions, I had endured but one Hell, where- 
« as I now fell two: I mean not only an 1nex- 
„ preffible Torture which I carry in my Breaſt, 
«© but an expectation of I know not what, 
« Change. O! that I were in Hell, that I 
5 „ might feel the worſt !. Andi yet I dread to Die 
© becauſe that worſt will never have an 91 


* 


: 
* der * 
e 4 K 5 
22 TT —ç＋n 
» * * , 
— x 


— — — — 


F X BMP LIF IE D. 19 


All that he ſpoke, was with an Air of ſuch 
Horror and eagerneſs as can ſcarce be imagined ;. 
indeed it had ſuch effe& upon me, that 1 knew 
not what to Anſwer: I trembled at the Judgment, 


and I remember I wiſhed within myſelf that one 


or two of the. looſeſt Atheiſts of the Age had been: 


there, verily believing it would have put a ſtop! 
to their Impiety. 
Bed refuſing all ſuſtenance, and ſweating through 

violence of his Torments, in the moſ& prodigious. 
As ſoon as 


The Gentleman was got to 


manner that ever I ſaw or heard of. 
he was got to Bed, I defired to Pray by him be-- 


fore I took my leave, which with Ä relue- 


tance he conſented to. 

In the mideſt of Prayer he groaned extreamly, 
tofling and turning himſelf as if he had been 
under the deepeft Agonies of Death: When 
Prayer was over, I aſked him how he did, and y 
he groaned after fuch a rate at Jrayer ting TO 
which he anſwered, © As the Lamned in Hell, 
« which lift up their Eyes in Torments, and be- 
© hold afar off the Saints in Abrabams boſom, have 
„ their Torments thereby doubly enhanſed; : firſt 
„ by reflecting on their own Miſery, and then 
„ taking a proſpe&t of the Beatific Viſion they 
% have Toft ; even ſo I who know my ſelf to be 
6 hardened and ſcaled unto Damnation, hearin 


es the Prayers of the Righteous, to which God 


cc Almighty” s Ears are always open, granting 


«heir Requeſts, this encreaſes my Torments, 
e to think how I am excluded from ſuch a pri- 


© vilege, and have no other Portion left me, 
&c 


but Blaſpheming, Weeping, and Wailing, and 
© Gnaſhing of Teeth, for ever.” Pray Sir ſaid 


1 conſider that there 1 is, a vaſt deal of difference 


betwixt 


* 


yz * 
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8 | il betwixt you and thoſe that are in Hell; they 
3 Bit are loſt irrevocably for evermore, without any 
1 oppertunity of Reprieve, or 1 of Pardon: 

4 „ Bat you are yet Alive, and have Promiſes belong- 

ing to you in common with other Sinners; 

11 Chri/? died for Sinners, and God hath Sworn by 

1 himſelf, that he delights not in the Death of 

| 1 2 Sinner, but rather that he ſhould turn from his 

1 Wickedneſs and Live; and that at what time 

E142 ſoever a Sinner returneth from the Evil of his 

£1 | Ways, he ſhall recoive Pardon. * To which 

T's „be replyed with his uſual earniſtneſs, I will 

„ grant youas much difference betwixt Me and, 

1 & thoſe that are in Hell, as betwixt a ceinmon 

1 „ Devil, and a Devil Incarnate. If theſe. arc 

be I « 1rrevocably loſt without opportunity of Re- 

. «« prie ve, or hopes of Pardon, and ] am yet alive, 

144 What then? What is the Conſcquences ? Net 

. & that the Promiſes belong to me in common with 

TIF; „ other Sinners, nor to any Sinners but ſuch as 

T's “ Repent and believe: If Cri dyed for Sinners, 

i! 14 « jt is for ſuch as Repent and believe; but 

|, © though I would, I can do neither, Thave out- 

a 1 & ſtood my Day of Grace, and am hardened, 

and turned Reprobate; if God delights not 

1 &« in the death of Sinners, it is of ſuch Sinners 

| i & as Repent and return unto him; but his Juſtice 

| if « wilt vindicate itſelf, upon ſuch obſtinate per- 

F 0 verſe Sinners as I, who have denyed his Power 

| . & and Providence both in my Words and Acti- 


& ons, and now he has met with Me for it; and 
by « Oh it is a fearful thing to fall into the Hands, 
| ee of the living God. If God was not againſt 
| ce me, I ſhould not value it, though all the Le- 
« cions of Hell engaged Me, though all the 


Power 
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8 c can dwell in everlaſting Burnings? O! ye 
. % that have any Hope, and have not yet paſt 
1 © your Day of Grace, cry mightily to God 
d. „ P Pay and Night: Think no labour too much 
n © which ſecures you from the Wrath of God: 
e © O! whe can ſtand before him when he is 
« © Angry, what Stuble can refiſt ſuch a conſu- 
bo % ming Fire?” This and more to the tame pur- 
t poſe, he Speak with too deep a concern, the 
h 2 Tears trickling all the while down his Cheeks, 
8 that nobody in the Room could refrain Weeping, 
bo which he perceiving ſaid, © And can ye Weep at 
it „ the Image and bare Relation of the effects of. 
- „God's Wrath, what then do you think 1 ſuffer, 
, © who actually lie under the very weight of his 
t & Fury? Refrain your Tears for Me, it is in- 
5 % vain; pity is no debt to Me, nothing is ſo 
ec proper for Me as ſome courſe to compleat my 
be * Miſery, and free me from the Torments of. 
r * my Expectation.” Here he pauſed a little, 
th when looking towards the Fire, „O! faid he, 
d that I was to lie and broil upon that Fire for a 
Is, Hundred Thouſand Yexts to purchaſe the 
& „ Favour of God, and be Reconciled to him 
21 | . again. But it is a fruitleſs vain with, Milli- 
e = ons of Millions of Years will bring me no 
er nearer the ends of Tortures, than one poor 
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Power and Malice of Men joined in one Com- 

plicated Body to ſtudy and exerciſe the ut- 
moſt Barbarities that Fleſh and Blood could, 

inflict upon Me; but when an angry irre- 
concileable God looks upon his Creature in 
Wrath, and confignes him over to his eternal 
Vengeance and Fury, this is intolerable, in- 
expreſſible, afflicting and grievous ; Ah! whe 
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example of St. 2 eter, who had denied his Maſter 
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, <<. Hour « O Eternity ! Who can diſcover the 


** Abyſs of Eternity? Who can properly Para- 
&, phraſe upon the Words for Ever and Ever?“ 
I could not forbear reflecting on that paſſage 
of broiling upon the Fire a Hundred Thouſand 
Years to purchaſe the favour of God, and be 
again Reconciled to him; how unproportionable 
was this poor Man's concern to that of the 
common Practiſe of the World, a great part of 
which will altow no time in Days, Weeks, 
Years, to ſeek the Face and favour of God; 
and among thoſe that pretend to Rcligion, 
how cooly and indifferently do they ſpend that 
time they ſet apart for Private or Publick Devo- 
tion? Were they ſenfible but for one Minute of 
what this wretched Perſon endured, what a ſpur 
would it be to their Divotion, and how careful 


would they be to make their Calling and Elec- 


tion ſure, how fearful, leſt having a Promiſe 
made them of entering into Reſt, any of them 
ſhould fall ſhort through unbelief, and fo be 
fruſtrated of their ſhare and hopes of that Glory 
which is to be revealed. LO. 

It began to grow late, ſo I took my leave of 
him for that Night, promifing to renew my 
Viſit (if it pleaſed God) the next Day, when 


1 found him ſtill in the ſame Condition, as to 
his Mind; but his Body was much weakened 


by his continual Sweats, cauſed by the Agonies 
he lay under. 1 found three on four Divines 
with him, who had been at Prayer, which they 
told me, had the ſame unealy effect upon. bim, 
as when I Prayed with him the Night before. 
One of the Divines deſired him to confider-the 
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with Oaths and Curſes, and yet was received 
again into his Favour. To which he replyed, 
(officiouſly againſt himſelf, as he had done all 
the Day before) It is true, St. Peter did deny 
& his Maſter as I have done, But what then? his 
& Maſter had Prayed for him, that his Faith 
« ſhould not fail, and being willing that he 
«© ſhould Repent, he looked him into a Repen- 


{© tance, and aſſiſted him by his Holy Spirit to 


ce perfect it now, if Chrift would aſſiſt Me to 
6 Repent, I ſhould do ſo too, but he has juſtly 
c withdrawn his Interceſhon from me: TI have ſo 


« often Crucified him afreſh, and put him to 


open Shame, fo often grieved that Holy Spirit, 
© that God has taken it away from Me, and in 
© the room thereof has left me the Spirit of Im- 
« penitence and Reprobation, and given me a 
«© certain Earneſt of a fearful Inheritance in a- 
“ nother Life. | | 

He ſpake little more that Day, for a deal of 


Company preſſing in, it became troubleſome: to 
him, and towards Night, Orders were taken for 
the avoiding ſuch an Inconvenience. There were 
four more Divines in the Room befides myſelf, 


at ſix o'Clock ; we all looked upon one another, 


not knowing what courſe to take, no Text being 
| offered in his favour, but what he readily turned 


another way; whilſt we were thus muſing, he 
cryed out in a vehement affecting Paſſion, ** How 


long, O Lord! Shall thy wrath burn for ever 
“ againſt Me? Shall thy eternal Juſtice for ever 
exact upon a poor [deſpicable Worm? What 


'CC 
is my Value or Worth that thou ſhouldeſt pour 
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out full Vials of Wrath upon Me? O! that 
thou wouldeſt let go thy. Hand, for ever forget 
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** me, and let me fall into my firſt nothingneſs a« 
gain; as my Righteouſneſs could have profited 
©. thee nothing, ſo my Impieties have done the 
== © no hurt, therefore Annihilate Me, and let Me 
ns «© periſh to nothing; be not angry with me that 
" < I thus expoſtulate with the, it will be but a 
" 6 little time but thy Wrath will force the Dread- 
© © fulleſt Blaſphemies from me, except thou per- 
4% vent them. 5 5 
O! that thou wouldſt take away my Being 
and my Miſery ; neither of them can add to, 
or diminiſh from thy Happineſs, therefore let 
* them both ceaſe, and let my Name be known 
© no more; or if I muſt ſtill be and be Immortal, 
« and thou wilt puniſh Me, becauſe I have deſ- 
< piſed the, let it ſuffice to be a privation of thy- 
« felf, and let me paſs my Eternity in a Dream, 
without ever being awakned by the pangs of 
Torment, without ever being diſturbed by the 
% gnawing of the Worm that Dies not. 

* But O! what fruitleſs defires are theſe, for 
J am expoſtulating with a God that has cloſed 
«£6 his Ears, and will not hear, with a God that 
“ has for ever ſhut out my Prayers, and only 

3 < protracts my Breath a little longer to be an 
TRE 4 example to others; O! ye Rocks and Moun- 
FR « tains, that ye would hide me from the preſence 
Tl 4 of an Incenſed God! but there is no flying 
$4 « from his preſence, what he has begun he will 
| Wa « Fniſh, he will extend his Wrath againſt me 
| « forever and ever.“ Here ſome Body knocked 
at the Door, and it proved tobe a Penny-poſt Man 
7 with a Letter to this Gentlemen; which being 
Ky told him, How | ſays he] a Letter for ine? A 
little longer and I expect another ſort of a 
"34 « Meilenger, 
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08-0 | | 12 PT | | 
ited c Meſſenger, I am [added he] very query to. ' i 
5 „ give up my account of every ſecret action A 
e the Way | | . : : : 
t Me ce that I have done, and I have a mind to make | 


that “ an experiment of ſomething of the ſame Na- 
c ture, to ſee how I can bear it; and looking a- 
„ bout the Room, he eſpyed Me; pray Sir, ſaid 
ber- he, do Me the favour to open and read this 
Letter, the contents I know not, but ] ſuſpect 
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ei cc jt to come from ſome of my old Acquaintance.“ i 
eing | 1 | 
4 to I deſired to be excuſed, alledging, that poffibly 1 
= let there might be ſomething in it that might be x 
own | improper tobe diyulged; “ Nothing, nothing re- 
rtal, „4 plyed he, can affect Me now; I have no hon- 


deſ. b our, no reputation, and what 1s yet worſe, no 


thy= „ Heaven to loſe, by this or any other act; 
im « therefore, pray Sir, oblige Me, or I muſt trou- 
«of b ble ſomebody elſe,” Upon this I broke open 


the the Letter, deſigning firſt to take a curſory 
view of it, and then to proceed or deſiſt accord- 
tor ing as ! found the contents, which upon peruſal, 
oſed I thought not impertinent to the preſent caſe, and 
therefore read as follows: | 8 


Man i © which perhaps is an office no leſs grateful, 


that 

only Þ 

e an Deareſt Sir, 

bun- | | „ 

ence «© | ff be gr you are fallen dangerouſ] | 

ying « AJ Hand that it had a Melancholy effed 5 

will upon you, I could not, (conſidering our ſtricter | 

me % Friendſhip) but endeavour at leaſt the remo- i 

ked I © val of thoſe evils your mind may lie under, \ 

cing „ than making your Body ſound and vigorous. } 

2A | © Sickneſs and Death are the common lot of ? 

of a „ mankind, and to repine and grieve at the. : 

ger, «© hearing of this lot, is to combat the laws of 4 
| | C © nature, 5 
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© the ſame reaſon. But perhaps your Melan- 


cc 
& 


6, 
* 


its ſuppoſed conſequences, by the prejudices 


their impreſſions upon a human ſpirit; it 


9 


nature, and fight againſt impoſhhilities ; 
What wiſe Man repines at the heat in Sum- 
mer, or cold in Winter, or troubles himſelf 
that the Sun ever goes out of our Hemiſphere 
in the night time? A common evil that every 
body bears, ceaſes to be an evil, becauſe there is 
no one has a better fortune to bear with 
it, and without compariſon, nothing can be 
ſaid to be better or worſe; thus alſo a good 
made common, falls into indifferency from 


choly ſuggeſts unto you, that it is a diſmal 
thing to launch out into an unknown Aby ls, 
to be you know not where nor what. I 
anſwer, I dream ſometimes of frightful things, 
and the idea that I have of them, impreſs 
as afflicting reſentment upon my ſpirits, as 
if they were real, but when 1 awake all va- 
niſhes. Thus, if we will examine Death, and 


of a melancholy and diſtracted Brain, we 
may be miſerable in proportion to the | 
highth of our folly; but if by our reaton | 
we take a view of theſe formidable Monſters, | 
they grow tame and familiar to us. I would | 
demand of him that aſks me, What ſtate | 
ſhall be in after Death, what ſtate he was 
in betore Life? Pain and pleaſure will leave 


is as natural as Wax to receive the impreſſion 
ot che Seal by which it is ſealed. Lheretore 
if I was either happy or miſerable befofe I 
commenced humanity, I muſt ftill retain ſome 
impreffion of it, but I now do neither, there- 
fore ſhall do neither hereafter, 1 Fae out 

: I * 


. EXEMPLIFIED. 27 
ties ; 5 


Sum „ of a ſtate of nothingneſs, and ſhall return 
mſelf ! © unto the ſame again; as the flame of an extin- 
; 5 6 


phere * guiſhed Candle diſſolves and loſeth itſelf in the 
every % Circumambient Air, even ſo the taper of Life 
ere is « yaniſhes into pure Æther, and is no more, 
with «© when the laws of the union of the Soul and 
n be „ Body are violated and broken. Death itſelf 
good « js nothing; and after Death there is nothing, 


from © and, Why ſhouldT be afraid of nothing? Take 
elan- ! „ courage Man, and either die like yourſelf, 
iſmal ! © maſter of your fate and happineſs, ſo long 
byſs, © as it is to be kept; or recover, and live wor- 
t I © thy the character of a perſon that knows how. 


ings, either to live or die; So wiſhes, 

preſs 4 1 LVovur real friend and ſervant, 

, as 2] 7 A Pe — 
va- | 


„and T had. no ſooner read this Letter through, but 
dices ] he furprized us all with repeating diſmal groans, 

Wwe as if his Soul had been ſtrugling under the laſt 
the throws of ſeparation: We thought it not conve- 


ain , nient to preſs for the reaſon of it, conſidering 
ters, FS that human nature feels, or at leaſt ſuppoſes an 
ould BR cafe by complaining of the evil it ſuffers, and it 
ate | BY happened according to our expectations, for at 
was length he broke out into theſe afflicting impreca- 
leave tions: Curſed be the day wherein I commenced 
3 « ſuch a fatal Friendſhip: O unhappy time, 
ſſion * when firſt I imbibed theſe Atheiſtical Princi- 
fore „ ples, when firſt I exchanged the Chriſtian” 
dre ] faith for the Creed of Spinoza and the Levia- 
[ome * than! When firſt I relinquiſhed all revealed Re- 
erc- | 5 ligion for the natural one, and the laſt for none: 
> out | | | G. 8 „ aN 
c of | | : 
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« at all, When caſting his eyes upon Me, he 
ſaid, I am not able to write an anſwer to that 
Letter, though Þ earneſtly defire there ſhould 
«© be one, nor is it worth my while to get an 
* Emanuenfis for that purpoſe, for I ſuppoſe I 
„ {hall have no occaſion to write any more. I 


a 


© am alſo ſenſible you might be better able to 


*© anſwer ſuch a Letter than I, and yet my pre- 
£ ſent circumſtances are ſuch (I being not only 
<* a party, but the diſinal ſubje& matter myſelf) 
that what comes. from Me may make a deeper 
„ impreſſion upon the Spirit of my Friend, than 
* what comes from a ſtrange Hand; therefore 
+ you will oblige Me if you will only lend Me 
your hand, and let me diQtate;” which I freely 
offered, he ordered a Chair to be ſet on the other 
fide of the Bed, thinking it convenient to be as 
ſecret and free from noiſe and diverſion as poſſible 

ke could. And then he proceeded : ; 


„ 
TyIJEING not able to uſe my own, and I 


D have borrowed another Hand to anſwer 

ours, poſſible I may ſubſcribe myſelf. You 
hy well, it is a greatfuller office to indeavour 
to remove the evils of the mind than of the 
Body. What you urge of the common lot of 
mankind, as Death and Sickneſs : I could wiſh 
it were my caſe, but mine, Alas! is a diſcovery 
that I pay dearly for, (viz.) That deſpair and 
Hell is the common lot of Atheiſts. Now your 
arguments cannot reach my caſe, unleſs you firſt 
prove, that Atheifin is as inevitable as Death and 
Sickneſs, and that therefore the effects of it are 

* . to 


to be born patiently, unden a Man will combat 
neceſſity and fight againſt the laws of fate. 
Your way of arguing is ſuch as I have uſed my- 


ſelf formerly; and I cannot but wonder now, 
how I could think it concluſive : Perhaps I neyer 
indeed thought of that, but was pleaſed with it, 


becauſe I wiſhed it to. be true, and becauſe I ſaw. 
it my intereſt that it ſhould be ſo. If yeu pleaſe 
I will juſt make a reflection or two upon what 


you have writ, and then give you my ſentiments: 
You ſay, that if we ex- 
amine Death and its ſuppoſed conſequences by 


of the whole matter. 


our reaſon, thoſe formidable Monſters grow tame 


and familiar: If by our reaſon, you mean either 
the peculiar Creed of Atheiſis, or the common 


reaſon of human Nature; I am ſure thole 
Monſters will be leſs tame and familiar the more 


you think of them, for ſince no reaſon diſcovers 


what an unexperienced Death 3s, or the unknown 
change conſequent thereupon, How can we Judge 
of things that we. know not? Reaſon: as long as 
you pleaſe upon things that you are ignorant of, 


and at laſt you will be as far from the truth and 
you firſt 
began; like him that demanded a conſiderable 
time to tell what God was; and when that was 
expired, he demanded yet a greater; and being 


ſatisfaction, if not farther, than when 


aſked why he did ſo, he replyed, the more be 
thought the leſs he knew of him. 
been retorted on him, though the ſame Hiſtor 

gives no account of it; why then did he peti- 
tion for means of greater Ignorance and confu- 


ſion? Your argument is extream weak about a 
pre-exiſtent and futwer State; (v.) I retain no 


impreſſion of happineſs or miſery that I had ina 
C23: pre- -exiſtent . 
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pre- exiſtent State, therefore ſhall retain none in a 
future State. How that is a conſequence in any 
rules of Logic, I ſee not. Next, you would 


have Me belive upon your bare word, that Death 


is nothing, and that after Death there is nothing. 
Pray ! How do you know either, having not yet 
tryed ? There are a great many that ſay the con- 
trary. I have only concerned myſelf as to the 


rationallity of your Letter, that I might induce 


you to believe I am not Melancholy, diſtracted, 
or prejudiced in my reaſon, and I would defire 
you to believe it, that what I am going to fay 
may not have the leſs credit, becauſe it comes 
from one under my circumſtances ; it is truth, 
and whether you will belieye Me or no, you will 
at laſt find it to be fo *. 
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* It is no uncommon thing to find Men acknow- 
ledging thoſe divine truths, when under the ſeverities 


of divineJudgment, that in time of tranquillity and eaſe 


they either wholly ſhghtly or treated with contempt ; a 


flagrant inftance of which appears in that violent 


Perſecutor of the Chriftians, Maximinus, who when 
a terrible Plague from above had ſeized upon him, and 
afterwards proceeded even unto his Soul. A ſudden 
putrefaction did ſeize upon his Bowels in his moſt 
ſecret Parts; he had a feftered Ulcer in the bottom 
of bis Belly, and an innumerable multitude of Worms 
crawled out; he breathed out a deadly ftench, inſomuch 
that divers ef his Phyſicians, not being able to endure 
bis abominable favour, were killed with the very Air. 
Being afflicted with ſo many evils, be began to have 
a ſenſe of thoſe evils which he had inflicted upon 
God's holy Servants. And this he conſeſſed to andy 
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Here he groaned and defired a little inter- 
miſſion, being not only weary with repeating ſo 


* 


— * 4 
— * 
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been jufily inflicted for his impious preſumption 


and fury againſt Chriſt. Hereupon he made this 
Edict. | e 3 


Tbe Emperor Cæſar Galerus, Maximineus, puif- 
fant, Magnificent, Chief Lord, Lord Theabis, Lord 


of Sarmatia, five times Conqueror of Per/ia, Lord 


of Germany, Lord of Egypt, twice Conqueror of 
the Carpians, fix times Conqueror of the Armentans,. 
Lord of the Medas, Lord of the Adiabeni, twenty 
rimes Tribune, ninetezn times General Captain, 
eight times Conſul, Father of the Country, Procon- 
ſul, and the Emperor Cæſar, Flavius, Velerins, 
Con/tantink, the Vertuous, Fortunate, Puiffant, No- 
ole Chief Lord, General Captain, and Tribune five 
times, the Commodity and Profit of the Common- 
wealth, our pleaſure is, firſt of all, to order and 
Redreſs all things according to the Antient Laws 
and Public Diſcipline of the Romans, Ard withal, 
to uſe this Proviſo, That the Chriſtians which have 
forſaken the Religion of their Anceſtors, ſhould be 
brought again to the right way. For after a cer- 
tain humour of fingularity, ſuch an opinion of 
excellency puffed them up, that thoſe things which 
their Elders had received and allowed, they rejected 
and diſallowed, deviſing every Man ſuch Laws as 
they thought good, and obſerved the ſame, aſſem- 
bling in divers Places great multitudes of People. 
Wherefore when as our Edict was Proclaimed, that 


| they ſhould returi unto the ordinances of their El- 


ders, divers ſtanding in great danger, felt the 
penalty thereof, and many being troubled, therefore 
endured all kinds of Death. And becauſe We per- 


celve many as yet to perſiſt in the ſame madneſs, 
| | neither . 
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much, but at preſent. dejected and confuſed with 


the unhappy traths he was about to tell his 
Frieud, and ſo he refted himſelf for about half 
an hour; when calling to Me again, he defired 
we might proceed; which we did as follows : 

If I could force you to believe Me; I would; all. 


I can do is to deal with you as a reaſonable 
Creature by opening my breaſt to you, and then 


leaving you at your liberty to act as you pleaſe, 
Whilſt we are in health and buſineſs we may 
ſeem to act contrary to our intentions, and plead 
for things we believe not; but when we come to 
dic the Vizard is taken off, and Man appears as 
he ie, open and plain, This is my condition, 


therefore, I can have neither intereſt nor any 


other motive in impoſing upon my Friends. | 
Religion (I mean the Chriftiaa ) is no fic-- 
5 titious 


neither yelding due worſhip unto the Coeleſtial Gods, 


either regarding the God of ihe Chriſtians, having 
reſpe& unto our benignity and godly cuſtom, par- 


doning all Men after our wonton Guiſe, we thought 
good in this cafe toy extend our gracious and fa- 
vourable clemency, that the Chriſtians may be tole-- 
rated again, and that they repair again to the Places 
where they may meet together; ſo that they do no- 
thing prejudicial to the Public order and diſcipline. 
e mean to preſcribe unto the Judges by another” 
Epiſtle what they ſhall obſerve. Wherefore, as this 
our gracious Pardon deſerveth, let them make in- 


| terceſlion unto their God for our health, for the 


Common-wealth, and for themſelves ; that in all 
places the affaits of the Common-wealth may be 
ſafely preſerved, and that they themſelves may live 
fecurely in their own Houſes, Euſeq. Eccel,  Hifrs 
4. „ 18. - | 


N VET TOR 
ENEMPLIFLEDE == 
lis titious impoſture, Heaven and Hell are real, and 11 
f the immortallity of the Soul is as certain as the bo 
d IR exiſtence of the body; for a time we have offici- bit 
| 3 ouſly deluded and cheated one another of our: { 
ul religion and happineſs, and God who will not il 
le | always be deſpiſed by his Creatures without ta- bi 
en king notice of it, has choſen Me out as an ex- 4 
ſe. WR ample to you all, and as a warning to the lazy 1 
iy indifferent Chriſtian: But who, alaſs! can write a 
ad their own tragedy without tears or copy out j 
to . the Seal of their damnation, without the extre- A 
as * mity of horror? That there is a God I know, bs 
on, becauſe I continually feel the effects of his wrath s 3 
ay Tat there is a Hell I am certain, baving bo 
[| received the earneſt of my inheritance there, in 1 
c-. my breaſt, where my tortures are infinitely ſhort "3h 
us of any expreſſion, that there is a natural con- 1 
| ſequence which is not the effect of a prejudiced 1 
I edacation, I now ſee with horror and amazement, nl 
ls, being continually upbraided by it. with the re- 1 
ng giſtry of my impicty, and a bringing of all my Et 
ir- Sins freſh into my remembrance; why God has i 
. marked Me out for an example of his wrath and 1 
0 vengance rather than you, or any of our 0 
we Acquaintance, I preſume is, becauſe I am the i 
. greateſt Apoſtate, having been more religiouſly nn 
SY educated than any of you, and therefore done 4 
er greater diſpite unto the Spirit of Grace, and been 1 
ais the greateſt ſcandal to Religion. O! what of 
n- a preſumptuous, egregious piece of folly is it, 3 
he WJ for duft and aſhes to contend with their Crea- 'q 
all tor? To queſtion his juſtice, his power, nay his ©: 
be very Being, when at the fame time without this 9 
x6 infinite wiſe God, every ſuch vile wretch would 1 
* unmedlately fall into its Chaos again, being _ 'Y 
„„ | able . 
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able to exiſt one moment without him; what 
a vile ingratitude is it {currilouily to refle& upon 
the Chriſtian Religion, when the Author of it 
died to reconcile ſuch reflectors to himſelf? 
And if after all that he has done and ſuffered to- 
make ſuch fools happy, they will ſtill deny him 
and diſpiſe the benefits of his redemption, What 
f can be expected, but that this interceſſor will be- 
. come an angry Judge and conſign his enemies over 
2 22: 000 to the reward of their demerits? Do not miſ- 
Ml. take yourſelf, its not a light matter to queſtion: 
. 9 and contend with the God of Nature, to abuſe 
Religion and deny the Author of it, and what 
12 is yet the worſt of all, to Apoſtatize and leave the 
| way of righteouſneſs, as I have done; Behold ! 
TE God hath met with Me for it, after a long for- 
{ bearance of ſeveral years, in inveterate impiety 
1 and profaneneſs; let Me intreat you, by my 
1 j example, to leave off your Sins by repentance ; 
j 'who knoweth but God may yet receive you, and 
1 by me preach ſuch a Lecture as may ſtop you in 
| 


your courſe of wickedneſs ? I ſpeak not this out 
of any love to virtue or hatred of vice, for 
| I am hardened and impenitently reprobate, only 
Wt herein I imitate Dives, who was unwilling bis 
10 Brethen ſhould come into the ſame place of 
1 torment with him: Make what uſe you pleaſe 
af this, only remember chat if it does not reclaim 
you, it will double your condemnation, and in- 
hance your guilt, poſſibly you may be overtaken in 
in this prſent world as J am; with the juſt Judg- 
ment of God ; which is all, and I wiſh I could 
lay enough. 1 75 | 


—— — 


FEroni yours, &kc. 
_— As 
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As ſoon as he ſubſcribed his Name and the 


Letter was ſealed, he defired a Porter might be 
called and ſent, for fear of a miſcarrage ; which 


was done accordingly. And the Night bein 

far worn, we all.took our leaves and left him, 
wiſhing him good reſt and a happier condition 
the next Day: To which he 1 Gentle- 
* men, I thank you, but my happineſs 1s at 
an end, and as for my reft to Night, all the 
c eaſe I expect will be in wiſhing for the Day, 
« as in the Day-time I wiſh for the Night; 
« thus ſpending the little remainder of my miſ- 
c erable Moments in a fearful expectation of 
«© my diflolution, and the difmal account 1 


« am to make upon it. But Gentlemen, a good 
Night to you, and remember my example to- 
“ confirm you in that Religion T have diſown- 


cc 


«& ed, that ye may ſtand more cautiouſly by my 
'« fall, and ſecure the happineſs I have for- 
feited. | 


The next day came ſeveral of his Friends out 
of the Country, having had an account of his 
Sickneſs and deſtractions. When they came 


into the Room, one of them applyed himſelf to 
him, telling him, that he and ſeveral more of his 


Relations were come on purpoſe to Town io ſee 


him, and were extreamly ſorry to find him in ſuch 


a weak condition as he appeared (for now he 


was almoſt nothing but Skin and Bones, the 
agonies that he lay under doing the office of 


the -quickeſt conſumption.) To which he an- 


Twered, „J am obliged out of common civility, 
**-to thank you all; But who are my Relations? 


our Saviour faid, that ſuch only as did the will 


<< of his heavenly Father where his Relati- 
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11 * ons: I may alſo properly ſay that none but the 
Fg © Atheiſts, the reprobate, and all ſuch as do the 
r % work of the Devil, are my Relations; this 
„ little tye of fleſh and blood will be diſſolved 
ns % in a moment, but the Relation I have to the 
N Damned is permanent and laſting, the ſame 
K © lot, the ſame place of torments, the ſame 

| } " & exerciſes of blaſphemy, and the ſame eternity 
8 „ of horror will be common to us all; to that 
& fimilitude of torments, place and duration, 
„ will join us in a very ſtrict union.” His 
Friends, who had only had ſome report of a 
MW kind of diſtraction, were ſurprized to hear him 
1 .  . deliver himſelf in ſuch terms, and began. to 
enquire of ſome of us, What was the matter that 
be talked at ſuch a rate? Who replied, we could 
with it were frenzy or diſtraftion, but we were 


* 


N 


. afraid of a much ſadder cauſe, via, The ſenſe 
1 | of Hell and God's wrath upon him, which was 
L i ſo violent as to drive him into deſpair, and the 
EF EL ' utmoſt agonies and horror of mind, begging, 
1 if it might pleaſe God, the caſe might be altered 


| 1 before his Death, which they were ſure could not 
4 be far off, if he proceeded as he begun. He 
1 hearing them whiſper, and imagining the cauſe 


| | | of it, called them all unto him, and ſaid ; © You 
Z BS c may imagine me diſtracted or Melancholy, 


| « ] with I were either; but it is part of my 
1h « Judgment that I am not; no, my apprehenſion 

'« of perſons and things is rather more vigo- 
| «© rous and quick, than it was when | was in 
perfect health: And it is my curſe, becauſe 
We! | « | am thereby more ſenfible of my unhap- 
| % pineſs and the condition I am fallen into. 
% Would you be informed why I am become a 
nk | „ Skeleton 
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Skeleton in three or. four days? Why my 
grief does continually extort ſome unhappy 
expreſſions from me: Know chen, that [ have 
ſinned againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and done deſ- 
pite to the Spirit of grace; that I have deſpiſed 
my Maker, and denied my Redeemer ; that in 


ſhort I have Apoſtatized from the Chriſtian 


Religion, and joined myſelf to the Atheiſt 
and prophane, and continued this courſe 
under many convictions till my iniquity was 


ripe for vengance, and the juſt Judgment of 


God ove rtook Me, when my ſecurity-was the 
greateſt, and the checks of my cenfcience the 
| denied that ſalvation that 
comes by Chriſt Jeſus, there is no other Me- 


diator or interceſſor for Sinners; if there be, 


Who is he that can redeem my Soul from Hell, 


or give a ranſom: for my life? No, no, the 


Scripture. is certainly true, and that ſays, That 


if we Sin wilfully, after we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
more ſacrifice for Sin, but aà fearful looking 


for a judgment and fiery indignation, which 
ſhall conſume the adverſary. There remain- 
eth no more ſacrifice for Sin, that is the 
wound that pierces my Soul: Chriſt. Jeſus 
was the only expiatory Sacrifice for Sinners 
that God would accept of; and I not accepting 
(I would ſay,) and I deſpiſing this, there- now 
remains no other for Me to accept of, no other 
to make an attonement and ſatisfaction for 
Me, there is no other Name under Heaven 
given, whereby we may be ſaved, hut by the 
Name of Jeſus; and it is this Jeſus that I have 


reproached, ridiculed and abuſed, in his 
D C 
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members here; nor is this all, I have not been 
content to do this myſelf, but my example 
have induced others to do the ſame. Methinks 
your breaſts are all open to Me, and in the 
midſt of your pity and ſurpriſals, you would 
bid me hope, believe, and return and ſuppli- 
cate that mercy I have abuſed; that Jeſus 
came to ſave Sinners, and to bring them to 
repentance, with other things of this nature, 
I know 'that theſe are your thoughts, and by 
mentioning them, I have ſaved you the la- 
bour : Alas, how fain would I hope and be- 
lieve ! Cana Man in torments not deſire to 
be freed from them? No, aſſure yourſelves I 
would upon any terms, but the diſpleaſure 
and wrath of God obſtructs the power of hop- 


ing and believing ; and though I would, I can od 
neither, nor do I know what ſome di vines mean 


that ſay, he that deſires to hope, repent and 
believe, in ſome meaſure does it: IJ experiance 
the contrary; a fruitleſs wiſhing that comes 


not to act, is no more but a conviction, which 


ſhall bring ſuch perſons under greater damna- 
tion. Would you have me to return and 
ſupplicate that mercy I have abuſed? Alas! 
how ſad is my caſe, that have no other hopes 
but what depends upon abuſed mercy ? but 
Why ſaid I hope ? when TI have no hope at all, 
my hopes are fruſtrate, and my expectations 
are cut off, And what remains behind? why, 
am I bid to hope and believe; O! what 
ſatyr, what mockery and abuſe is this upon 
Me to find Me in Miſery, and bid Me be 
happy, without affording me ſome power of 
being ſo! indeed ſhould Jeſus Chrift ſay as 


much to Me it would be ſome Comfort ; by 
n 40 r 
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been © for you to do it, is the ſame thing as to bid a 


. 8 0 - * 
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nd by 7 «© my Friends: But I am ſpent, and can Com- 
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ample © Malefacter ſhake off his chains and — j 
thinks © and aſſume his liberty, for to call upon the {| 
in the Dead to ariſe out of there graves, and chal- ij 
would 66 lenge: their eſtates and Honours again. How {| 
uppli- * idle is it, to bid the fire not to burn when 1 
Jeſus c fuel is adminiſtred; to command the ſeas to bl 

em to 1 * be ſmooth and Calm in che midſt of 22 1 
ature, Y.) © ſuchis my Caſe, and ſuch the comfort © | 
J 

ae la- e plain no more; would to God the Cauſe of my | 
d be- «© Complaints would alſo ceate.z the Cauſe of my } 
Ire to | „ Complaints. This renews my grief, and ſum- bt 
eh “ mons up the little ſtrength 1 have left to Com- 1 
1 „ plain again, like an extinguiſhing flame that 9 
hop- | recollects ar once all its Alimentary matter for I 

an Od % one great blaze before it expires. It is uſt ſo 0 
mean with Me: But whither am I going? As he ſaid if 


1 ; CC 10 ä int ; 1 lav in 1 | 
t ang this, he fainted away, and lay in a fort of 


iance © Swound for a conſiderable time, but by the 


= cc Hir! | | oh 2 ws bn - 
omes helpof fome ſpirits we brought him to him 


6 ſelf again, and as ſoon as he opened his Eyes, 

he faid, O! cruel and unkind Friends, to a- 

and wake me from a dream in which J had a 

Alag! ( ceſſation from my tortures, but now the 

i LL return again, and prey upon my Soul like ſo. - 
opes „„ IN, | | 

:: \ + many Furies. This he ſpoke with ſome feeling 


viuch 


mna- 


t all, 3 and lively concern, that not one of his Rela- p 
todas , ; tions could refrain from tears, none of them y 
why, ” being able to ſpeak to him for a conſiderable 1 
what Cc. "IE before; you weep, ſays he, but your ve- 3 
upon , J tears come too late; was I like any other 1 
ſe be 4 Perſon that goes out of the world, it would a 
er of | " be one of my greateſt troubles to ſee you | 
ay as | Weep, or at leaſt, it would add much to my 
but D 56. pains, 
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4% pains; for he muſt he unnatural and ſenſeleſs 
that could not be moved and troubled at the 
*© affliftions of others, eſpecially his ſriends and 
relations; but the caſe is other wiſe with Me, 
my cup is - full, and already runs over, the 
bitterneſs of my Soul is as great as poſſible it 
can be in this world, and my heart is full of 
horror and anguiſh, and no grief can add 
unto mine, being already ſo great, that it is 
incapable of receiving any more. Perhaps, 
this may ſeema Paradox to you at firſt, but, 
„What think you of Time erer Can 
one add an hour to Eternity, which compre- 
© hends and ſwallows all time? Can one add 
* any thing to the wrath of God, which in- 
* cludes the fury of Devils and Men, this being 
derivative and dependent on that, and can any 
© one add to my grief and tortures, who am 
fallen into the hands of the living God? No, 
* no, reſerve your tears for your Sins, and caft 
them not away ſo fruitleſly upon one that is 
neither the better nor worſe for them. 

You may eafily imagine what impreffion ſuch 
ſayings as theſe made upon the ſpirits of his 
Friends, who were almoſt: overwhelmed with 


LD 6 


cc 
cc 


cc 


grief and amazement, with grief, at the la- 


mentable State of their Kintman, and with 
amazement at the dreadful Judgment of God 
upon him. But in the midſt of their ſorrows 


they had the prudence to think of the reputa- 
tion of their Family, and to provide for as nuch 
ſecrecy as they poſſibly could in ſuch a caſe*; 


for the rumer of a Man in deſpair beginning 
to ſpread, they conveyed him by night to other 
lodgings ; but he was grown fo very weak, that 

notwithſtanding 


=. o 
: e 


notwithſtanding the care of thoſe who conveyed 
him in the chair, it had like to have proved 
fatal to him; for he fainted away ſeveral times, 
but they got him into his Chamber and to Bed, 
as ſoon as they could: After a little reſt he yet 
found ſo much ftreagth to expreſs himfelt thus, 

Jam not concerned to enquire whither you 


3 have brought Me, or your reaſons for ſo doing, 
it had been ſomething if you had brought my 


per ſon hither without my horrors and accuſing 
*Z couſcience, or if you had changed my unhappy 
ate with my Lodgings; but my torments are 
rather the greater than before, for I fee that 
diſmal hour is approaching and juſt at hand, 
when I ſhall bid you all a ſad farewell. The 
DoRers that had been with him 1n the begining 
of his Sickneſs were again ſent for, and they yet 
declared they could do nothing, fo long as the 
diſturbance” of his Mind was the cauſe of his 
Weakneſs, ouly they ordered him ſome Cordial 


5 5 Julips, which they ſaid might perhaps ſtrengthen 


his nature ſo as he might live two or three Days 


longer. My buſineſs called Me away for a Day 


or two, and | came again upon Thuriday morn— 
ing pretty early, the Day of his Death, When 
I came into the Room I enquired of his Friends 
how he had ſpent his Time ? Who had been with 
him, what” Diſcourſe or Expreſhons had dropt 
from him ? and they told me in general, he had 
little Company and that his expreſſions were 
mach ſhorter than before, being now unable to 
ſpeak many words together, yet, that, what he 
did ſpeak ſeemed to have more horror and de- 
ſpair in it than formerly. Afterwards.I went 
to his bed-ſide, and faw perveR death in his 
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face mixt with ſuch amazement and anguiſh, 
that it was the ſaddeſt ſpectacle I ever ſaw in all 
my Life-time 1 aſked him how he did? to 
which he replyed damned and loſt for ever, 
I defired him not, to entertain ſuch a thought; 
the decrees of God were ſecret, and God might 
puniſh him thus in this Life, | to make him fat 
for a better. 


$ They are not (ſaid he) ſecret to Me, but 
* diſcovered for my greater torment z and my 
« puniſhment here is for an example to others, 
* and for an earneſt to Me of my own dam- 
% nation, O! that there was no God, or that 
* this God could ceaſe to be; for I am ſure he 
„ will never have mercy upon Me. Alas 
* ſaid J, there is no contending with our Crea- 
$6 iter, therefore forbear ſuch words as may pro- 
«« voke him more. True (replyed he) there is 
no contending; I wiſh there were a poſſibillity 
of getting above Gas *. 

T 


— IN - 


* Praxcts Spirta, living at Citadella, Civil Law. 
yer, when he had received the doctrine of the Goſpel 
and explained it among his Friends, being brought 

into danger, after long deliberation on both -fides, 
be Publicly renounced : But not long after fell 
Into illneſs both of Body and Mind; and began tec 
deſpair of the mercy of God; being brought from 
Cittadella to Padua that he might make uſe of hi 
Phyficans, he received no comfort; and ſcarce took 
any Meat to ſupport Nature: Whereupon returning 
home (profefling himſelf to be condemned to o Eter 
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that would be a Heaven to me. I entreated 
him not to entertain ſuch a blaſphemy, for 
j . i 1, here 
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nal torments for abjuring. the known truth) ended 


bis Life miſerably, Thus far Skeidan in his Com- 


mentaries. | 


He that Writes the Story at large, adds, That he 


called for a Sword to diſpatch himfelf with; that 
he profeſſed that” his heart was eſtranged from God, 
ſaying, I cannot call him Father from my heart: 
All good motions are now quite gone; my heavt 


is full of maledicttion, hatied and blaſphemy agaatſt 


God ; I find I grow more and more hardened in 


heart, and cannot ſtoop nor help myſelf: Your pray; 


ers for Me ſhall turn to your own benefit, but the 

can do me no good, When his Friend took his leave 
of him, Spira ſaid : Although I know that nothing 
can bring any benefit to Me, a reprobate, but that 
every thing ſhall tend to my deeper condemnation”: 


Yet I give you moſt hearty thanks for your kind 5 


office of love and good will, and the Lord return 
it unto you with a plentitul encraſe of all good. 


As he was going down, he ſaw a Knife on a Table, 


and running to it, he ſnached it up, therewith to have 
Miſchieved himſelf, but that his Friend prevented 
it; thereupon he ſaid; I would I were above God, 
for I know he will have no mercy on me. He lay 


about eight Weeks in this caſe, in a continual bur- 


ning, neither defiiing, nor receiving any thing but 
by force, and that without digeſtion ; and what was 
like an Anatomy, vehemently raging for Drink; ever 
pining, yet fearful to live long, dreadful of Hell, 


yet covering Death in a continual Torment, * his 


own Tormentor. And thus conſuming himſelf with 
grief and horror, impatience, and deſpair, like. a 
living Man in Hell, repreſented an extraordinan; 

example of God's -Juftice and Power; and thus he 


ended his miſerable Life, See it more largely in the 


Hiſtory itſelf. | 
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here he interrupted Me, ſaying, „Read we not 


© in the Revelations, of thoſe; that blaſphemed 


«© God becauſe of their pains? I am now of 
„that number. O how do I envy the hap- 
«« pineſs of Cain and Judas! But (replyed I) 
you are yet alive, and do not feel the torments 


of thoſe that are actually in Hell.“ To which 


& he anſwered, This is either true or falſe; if it 


be true, what are my expectations, and how 


« heavy will my Torments be, if I do not yet feel 
& the uttermoſt? But I know that it is falſe, and 
© that I now endure more than the Spirits of 
« the damned in Hell; for I have the very ſame 
« Tortures upon my Spirit, as they have, beſides 
& the Torments I endure in my Body. I be- 
„live that at the day of Judgment, the Tor- 
« ments of my Mind and Body will be both of 
% them more intenſe ; but as I am now, no 
& Spirit in Heil endures what I do: How gladiy 


< would I change my condition for Hell? And 
„ how earneftly would I intreat of my angry 


judge to ſend me thither, if I was not afraid 


„„ that he would out of vengeance deny me? 
Here he cloſed his Eyes a little, and began to 
talk idle and beſides himſelf, every now and 
then groaning and, gnaſhing his Teeth; but 


when he opened his Eyes and looked about, he 


grew ſenſible again, and felt for his own Pulte, 
ſaying, © How lazy my Minutes paſs on! 


« When will be the laſt Breath, the laſt Pulſe, 


« that ſhall beat my I out of this decayed 
% Manſion into thoſe defired regions of Death 
% and Hell? O!]! I find it is juft at hand; and 


«what ſhall I now ſay? I am now afraid again 


« to die. Ah the forlorn Hope, the deftitude 
. | State 


Li 


— 


— R ˙ͥ 2—;ẽ T — <= 2 ²·˙ë¹üwꝛꝛ X 
2 — — —ů̃ — * er PA. r er ET * - 
renee 2 . * SORT Ser n 


— 7 


n n 


8 


e not 


2med | 


w of 
hap- 
dJ) 


1ents 


if it 


how {| 


feel 
and 
ts of 
ſame 
fades 
be - 
Tor- 
h of 
no 
adiy 
And 


20ry 
Taid 
me? 
2 to 
and 
but 
he 
alſe, 
on ! 
11ſe, 
yed 
-ath 
and 
JAIN 
ude 
tate 


= 
"I 
> 
. 1 
„ P "= 
hic h 2 
I : 
* 


E NAM P LTT IE D 45 


6 State of an Atheiſt that has no God to go to; 
nothing to fly to for peace orcomfor t! 1 Here 
his Speech failed him again; and we all believ- 


ing him to be juſt a leaving the World went to 
Prayer, whichthrew him into an Agony, in which 
though he could not ſpeak perfectly, he made 
what noiſe he could to hinder himſelf from hear- 


ing, and turned away his Face tlat he might not 
ſee the action; which we perceiving, we recom- 
= mended him to the Mercy of God, and gave over. 


His Speech returned not again for a conſiderable 
time, but he fixed his ghaſtly Eyes upon us, and 
by the air of his coumenance ſhewed, that we 
had not a little diſobliged him: And as ſoon -as 
he could ſpeak, he ſaid, © Tygers and Monfters, 
are ye alſo become Devils to torment Me, 
and give me a proſpect of Heaven, to make 
Hell the more intollerable ? ?: Alas, Sir, re- 
plyed I, what intereſt can we have in making 


you miſerable ? It is our defire of your recovery 


ö a + 1. 5 : 4 a 
and reconciliation with God, that caſts us down 


1 "mx the throne of Grace; if we muſt not ſeek aſh- 


ſtance. 1 05 hand of God, where elſe ſhall we 
ſeek it if God denies; who elle can give, it?-If 
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he will not have Mercy; whither muſt, we go for 


it? To which he replycd, © Ay that is the 


*© wound, God is become my enemy and there 
«6 


cc 
cc 


wrath and vengeance, and there is none that 
cc | 


is able to redeem me. Was there another God 
Das might as he who would Petronize m 
**, cauſe, or was I above, or Independent of God, 
6 then I could act and diſpoſe of myſelf as I 

pleaſed, then would my horrors ceaſe, and 

” | the 


is none ſo ſtrong as to deliver Me out of 
bis Hand; he conſigns me over to his Eternal 
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246 Divins JUDGMENTS 


% 'the expectation and deſigns of my formidable 
Enemy be fruſtrate; but this cannot be for 
ls LL Here his voice failed him again, 
and he began to ſtruggle and gaſp fora little 
Breath, which having recovered, with a groan ſo 
Dreadful and Loud, as if it had not been Human, 
he Cried out O! the inſufferable pangs of 
Hell and Damnation!“ and fo he Died, Death 
fetling the viſage of his Face in ſuch a form, as 
if the Body, though Dead, was ſenſible of the 
Extremity of Torments “x Sgt 
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„Ho different was the Concluſion of the Life 
of the Late Excellent Qneen Mary the Second, as 
Related by Spanheim, in his Funeral Oration on 


that virtuogs and pious Queen» Which taking his 
own Words 3 bogs 


F Queen Mary the Second, of blefſed memory, on 
her Death-bed, when the moſt Revered Archbiſhop 


your Family, and your Mind; you have lived and 
finiſhed the courſe which the Parent of Nature bath 
allotted. you; ſhe replied with an undaunted cheer- 
fulneſs, Father, how good a Meſfenger are'you to Me, 
who, as it were Commanded from Heaven, bring the 
tydings of my left neciſſity of Dying; Here I am 
ready to ſubmit to whatever pleaſeth God, the Dit- 
poſer of my Life and Death. I am not now to learn 
that difficult art of well dying. I have made up my 
account with God, by the affiſtance of my ſurety, 
Chrift. [have diſcharged my conſcience long ſince; 
1 have conſidered the Condition of my Mortality; I 
have ſettled all my affairs; and ſurrendered into the 
boſom of my deareſt Huſband all. thoſe cares that 

| | | | A concern 
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dable How God diſpoſed of him we know not;Seeret 
3 : things belong to the Lord, to us Charity and 
e Hope; yet ſo much as to make this an Exam- 
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concern the World: And therefore he that calls, find, 
| Me ready to lay down the burden of this Life, being 
no more than a load of infirmities, Sin, and labour. 
T ben turning te her Huſband, ſtanding by her Bed 
fide, ſhe is ſaid to have broke forth into Words, to 
my William, and hve mindfu} 
of our undefiled Matrimony, till thy lot ſhall reſtore 
thee to Me, or Me to thee. I ſhall not altogether 
die, while you ingly poſſeſs the ſole Imaging of us 
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To the REVEREND 
R E C T 5% or 
Old- SWINFORD i in WORCESTERSHIRE, 
<5 1 R, 


B EIN G importuned by dirers (Gentlemen, 


Miniſters and others, of our Neighbourhood) 
to draw up a full Narrative, and Account of 
that late fad Providence (which had filled the 
heart and mouths of the Country round about 
us, the fame whereof is alſo ſpread into remote 
parts) I was at laſt prevailed with ro endeavour 
their ſatisfaction; and the rather becauſe of a 

eneral rumour 1n that Country, that the Man 


had declared ſeveral things to Me of near concern- 


ment to himſelf, which he concealed from all 
other viſitants. That I might not therfore 
ſuffer ſuch reports to paſs uncertain, nor be 
wanting in that which was by ſome urged as my 
duty; I did (by traveling, at ſeveral times, above 
ſixty miles in the parts adjacent) enquire into 
divers perticular circumſtances, which J was 


not before fully clear in: And have now at laſt 
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ſet all down in plain words (ſutable to ſuch an 


account) that the meaneſt concerned to * 
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at firſt reading, clearly underſtand it. 7 
Sir, that I addreſs this to you is, that I may 
take an opportunity to make my hearty acknow- 
ledgments for your learned and uſeful diſeourſes 
in the pulpit upon this occaſion, to the general 


ſatisfaction of your hearers; and I muſt in my 


own name, and many of theirs, intreat you 
would make the ſubſtance of them more public 
from the preſs *. FFF 
That the Reader may learn not to be too cen- 
forious in things of this nature, nor yet to paſs 
by ſo ſignal a providence without that juſt obſer · 


vation it deſerves, and due reverence towards 
that God who is known by the Judgments which 


he executeth, as you have fully Thewed us. I 
hope Sir, I invite you to nothing, but what your 
own Judgment accounts worthy your labour; and 
I am confideat it will be no mean addition to 


your former elaborate ſervices of God and his 


church, in which that you may be long con- 
tinued for his glory, and the good of his people, 
ſhall be the hearty prayer of, -* 


\ Your moſt affeQionate, |_ 
(Though unworthy, Fri end) 
To honour and ſerve you, 


J. ILLINGWORTH. 
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* This was accordingly done and Printed, with -the 
following Narrative 1678, | 
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1 of Coofal Pariſh; not far 
| from Molberbampton, in the County of 
Stafford) dying many years ſince (and his, Wife 
alſo) left behind them many Children, and but 


{tender provifions for themn. 
One of their ſons Fohn:Duncalf,, bound bim- 
ſelf an Apprentice to Themas Gibbons of King's 
Swinford,” in the ſame County, Wheelwright. 
When he had ſerved his Maſter two years and 
ſeven months (or there about) he and his fellow 
Apprentice ſtealing from their - Maſter a con- 
fiderable quantity of Iron, delivered it to a third 
perſon, who promiſed to conceal it from their 
Maſter: but being all brought before the Right 
Honorable the Lord - Ward of Dudley-Cajlle, 
upon examination, ſeverally, they accuſed each 
other, and confeſſed the whole; by which means 
there was found concealed (as Thomas Gibbons 
ſaid) 26 pound of old Iron, beſides more that 
was wrought up, new; waggon nails, ends of 
| Bars &c. Upon their confeſſion the Lord 
| Hard ſent them to the houſe: of correction, 
about-O#Zzber 14, 1675. But the other Appren- 
tice, being dangerouſly fick there, and this Zohr 
Duncalf pretending, at leaft, tobe fick alſo, they 
two were ſet at liberty the week following. 
After which time this ſaid John Duncalf, reſuſed 
1 to come again to his, former ſervice (ſaying he 
E would never ſet his feet in King's-Swinford whilſt 
| i e lived) but offering and ingaging to pay to 
45 his Maſter forty ſhillings, his Maſter and he 
3 gave releaſes to each other, by Which means 
this young man (who was then full twenty years 
of age, and at more liberty than formerly, whilſt 
| | an 


bm a 
G 


ot far | „ | | | | 
ty of an Apprentice) gave himſelf up to licentious 
Wife courſes, viz. (as he confeſſed to me April 26, 
1 but 1677.) to idelneſs, “ ftealing, + lying, and cur- 
%%% ĩ²˙ ct nun.. ² A 
bim- = 
King's i PREG apa oh Mm | 
right, * The Egyptiſens made a law, that he that could 
s and not ſhow - by what means he maintained himfelf, 
ellow ſhould be put to death, Plut. Laert. in Vita. 
con- Periaxdri. POE | | | DEW ES IF 3 ; l a BY | Fe. 
PERL Few or no beggars are found in China; for u 
their young beggar. hath the whip. The. whole Country 
2 2 0 is well Huthanded, and ihough the People are gener- 
"sf ally great ſpenders, yet they firſt, get it by their 
7 dle, hard. labour. Idle perſons are. much abhorred in 
each | this country, and ſuch as, will not labour, muſt 
neans not eat amongſt them; for there are none that will 
bons give alms to the poor. If apy be blind they are 
that put to grind in horſe-mills : If lame, impotent, 
3 Bed-rid, &c. the next of their Kin is forced to 
Fd maintain them: If they be not able, the. King ' hath 
n Hofpitals in every City, wherein they are ſufficiently 
n, provided for. Sir Tho, Herb. Travels. P. Pil. 15. 3. 
pren- F 190-26 5-0 er 
Joe +. It was: a raſh. and ſevere, yet (as it proved) a 
. 7 juſt Deed of Tamberlain, that mighty Tyrant and. 
ny conquerar of Alia, when a poor woman complain- 


ed to him of one of his Soldiers, that had taken- 


1g he from her a little milk, and a piece of cheeſe, with- 
vhilſt out payment: He cauſed the Soldiers belly to he 
y to Tipped to fee whether ſhe had falſly accuſed. him or 
d he no; and finding_ the milk in his ſtomach, adjudged. 


poor a Woman. 


Y 1 Licus, the Poet, being ſet upon by thieves, when: 
= aw that they would not only rob him of bis money, 
| E 2. | ":” but 
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ſing, ſwearing, irupkengals. and 3 
with women. Which laſt, he ſaid, was not by 
committing actual fornication or adultery, but 
in the thoughts of his heart, and by laſcivious 
words and geftutes, whereby he had endeavour- 
ed to tempt them to ſewdnefſs it divers places. 4 
muſt therefore here clear my ſelf and him from 
an unjuſt rumour and report common (as I am 
informed) in the Country hercabouts, which 
many people yet believe, viz. (That he confeſ- 
ed ſome things to Me which he defired might 
be concealed whilſt he lived, as that he had 
committed a Rape upon a young perſon, and 
afterwards murdered her: That he was guilty 
of buggery or lying with beaſts, &c. ) I do there- 
fore openly declare to all, that theſe were 
groundlefs rumours or reports, and I do aſſure 
them he never deſired Me to conceal any thing he 
ſaid or conſeſſed to Me, nor did he ever ſpeak 
to ov Me. of any ſuch _—_— as theſe which = 

* av 
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but of his life alſo, he cry ed for kelp and revenge, 


to the Cranes that flew over his head, A while 


after, as the murdering thieves ſat together in the 


Market-place, the ſame Cranes appearing unto them 
in the air, they whiſpered one a another in the ear, 


and faid, vonder fly Ibicus*s revengers. Which, 


though ſecretly ſpoken, yet was overbeard: So that 
they being examined, and found guilty, were put 
two death for their pains. The like ſtory Martin 


Luther, reporteth, touching a traveller; only differing 


in this, that as Cranes detected the former, ſo Crows. 


lald open the latter. 
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have reported and: others believed. But the 
faults above mentioned ſeemed to lie as an heavy. 
burden upon his conſcience, when he judged 
God's hand was feverely. ehaſtiſing him for 
them, and all his other impieties; among which. 
his conftant profaneneſs had not beem the leaſt, 
in that, „ Although he could both read and 
« write, yet he had (as he faid to Me) a long 
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+ © Amongſt A variety of Divine Judgments that 


have been executed on the. prophane' Sabbath 


« breakers in ſeverak ages; the following well 
* atteſted inftance may ſuffice, to thew, not only 
„ jt is inconfiſton with the morak and: divine 
4% Laws; but will likewife be a ſting” reproach: 
on the memory of that Prince, who contrary to: 
« both, publiſhed for the aid and aſſiſtance of one 
« of his Biſhops, a tolleration. for his Subjects to 
«© ſport away a conſiderable part of every Lord's- 
is. day, as ſoon as the ſervice of the. church. was 
e e N 

„% And notwithſtanding, that King is ſaid, after- 
* wards to order it to bz Torn out of the prin- 
« ted Vol. of his works, it did not ſtop here. 


4 


dee King Charles's Sundays maſk, and the book. 


© of ſports, he 8555 1 

. Mr. Smithie, Curate of St. . Giler Cripple- 
„ gute, in che confeſſion and diſcovery of | a con- 
„ demmed priſoner, executed May the-25th, 1689, 
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It is ſaid, he ſtole many things to ſupply his 
growing neceſſities (which his idleneſs and in- 
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1% (for Theft) faith, that it was his earneſt defire, 
„that all young Men eſpecially, ſhould take care 
«« not to mifpend the Lord's -day. And L do not 
„% know, faith he, that ever I obſerved any repen- 
„ tance in a condemned malefactor, who did not 
«© bitterly lament his neglect of, bis duty to God on 
« that day. CREST 
« Edmund Kirk, Vintener, executed at Tyburn, 

«« July 11. 1684, for murdering his Wife, in his 
« confeſſion acknowledged himſelf frequently guilty 
« of profaning the Lords day: Upon which Holy 
day, ſaid he, I committed the bainous Sin of mur- 
© dering my poor Wife, This Sin, was _ puniſhed. 
« with Sin, à leſs wich a greater, and the greater 
©« with the gallows, and that greater committed 
& near the ſame gallows; and himſelf confeſ- 
« ſed, that be had (to his Wife, aſking, whil ſhe 
« piſſed by, What place that was?) told, it was 
„% Tyburn, where Fehn Gower was lately banged for 

4 killing his Wife, ; . „ 
% Not long fince, in Bedfordſhire, a match at 
4 foot-ball, being appointed on the Sabbath in the 
«© afternoon; whilſt two were in the Belfry, toll- 
es ing ofa bell, to call the company together there 
« was ſuddenly heard a clap of thunder, and a 
« flaſh of lighting was ſeen by ſome that ſat in 
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it « the Church Porch, coming through a dark Lane, 
Yi « and flaſhing in their faces, which much, terri- 
| |; 6 fied thera, and paſſing through the Porch, into 
6 | « the Belfry, it tripped-up his heels. that was tolling 
| « the Bell, and flruck bim Dead; and the 
[ i 6 other that was with him, was ſorely blaſted 


„ therewith, 
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temperance brough upon him) chiefly Bibles; 


and the rather becauſe they would | ſooneſt be 


21101 


bought by others. FOB. ALS de Fees 1 | 
About; January the bth;- 169 coming to the 


Houſe of Humphrey Babb, living at the Grange- 
mill, about three miles from Molverbampton, he 
. I ? '& 1 4 f 1 8 | | ' | | | 


»”— _ * — 
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4 therewith, that ſhortely after 
% Tavis on the Sabbaddddz. 1 13220 

„ At Alcefter, in Farwickfhire, upon the coming 
& forth of the declaration, for ſports, a Iuſty young 


„„ Woman went on the Sabbath-day to a, green, 
% not far off, where ſhe ſaid, ſhe would dance as 


long as ſhe could ftand : But while ſhe was danc- 


ing, God ſtruck her with a violent diſes ſe, 


«« whereof, within two or three days aſter, ſhe died. 


bid. 


6% A prophane company of young Men, on the 


60 Lord's-day early in the Morning, Went to Clar- 
ingdon Park to cut down a May Pole and hav- 


« ing loaden the Cart with it, at Milneres Barn, 


« Cart wheels fell into a rut, which made the 
« young Tree in the Care (which they had; flolen 


4% for a May-Pole) to give a great Surge on one 
ay fide, which ſtruck one of the * Company ſach a 


«© blow on the head, that it beat out his brains, ſo 
that he preſemly died in the place, and lay there 
« 2 fearful” ſpectacle of God's * wrath, beth againſt 
«© that heatheniſh Sport, and wilfull prophaning 
„of the Sabbath; whilſt he maketh the very thing 
« they have choſe for their ſport and paſtime to 
be the inſtrument of executing his fury. Mr. 
Clark ſays, be diligently en reh into the truth of 

rrative e true. | 


ie, een 


he died alſo. Dr. 
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| begged of Margaret, the ſaid Humpbreys Wife, 
victuals and ſmall drink. Fhe Woman having 


formerly known him, and compaſſionating his. 
preſent condition,” gave him freely ſuch. as the 
had, but whilſt ſhe ſtooped to draw drink for 
him, he ſtole her Bible, (as he confeſſed to her 


afterwards,) this Bible he ſold for three ſhil- 
lings to a Maid of John Downings, who hves 


near the Heath forge, not far from the place 
where he ſtole it. By which means, not long 


after, Humphrey Babb's Wife heard of her Bible, 
demanded it of the Maid that bought it, and 


making her ſome allowance for what ſhe 
paid for it, received it again long before either 
of them ſaw him, or heard what was become 
of him-: But this being noiſed 1a the country 
thereabouts, one Henry Evans told his father 
Thomas Evans [comonly called Painter) who 
lives near Heniy or Himly (they both knew him) 
what John Duncalf had done; at which the faid 


Fohn Duncalß, when he heard of it, was very 


angry, and gave out. threatning words againſt 
the young man; but being charged with it by 
them, he did not only deny it with ſome fierce- 
neſs, but execrated and curſed himſelf, „ wiſh- 
ing his hands might rot off, if that were _ ** 

: . 1 64 . 48 
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% Anno 1677. Atherbury, in Oxfordſhire, a wo- 


£ man that kept a petty ale-houſe, having much 
0 addicted herſelf to oaths and curſes, one morning 
« a neighbouring woman coming thither for ſome 


# ſtrong drink ſhe had occafion for, and offering a 
| | 8 . e F AR. «© piece 
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(as the ſaid Thomas Evans teſtifies) an John 
Bennet his keeper, faith, he often heard him 
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« piece of money to pay for it, ſhe would have 


« which the other. reſolutely denyed: The hoſſeſs 
«© began to ſwear, and ufe ſeveral profane and abomi- 
1 as nable wiſhes, and' inprecations, AS God damn 
Me, and the Devil burn Me, if it be not ſo; which 
= + laſt words ſhe often repeated thruſting the other 
«© woman violently out of her houſe, n 
« door, and locking it againft her. Her hut nd 
% not long after coming home; wondered to find the 
ﬆ* door faſt; but at laſt, with one or more of his 
„ neighbours. he forced it open, to his great ſure 
& prize, finds in the midſt of the floor the relicks 
* of his wife; one fide of her body, and the cloaths 
son it, from the ſole of her foot to the crown of ber. 
head, burnt” to aſfies, and nothing left, but the 
«ſkeleton; or part of the bones; whereas the. other 
© ſide remained whole, and the cloaths not ſo much 


the fleſh and ſk in was all turned black, See the 
Relation called God is. ftrange and terrible Judg - 
«ments in Oxfordſhire, licenfed, May the 10th. 
1677, Rog. L'Eftrange.. | 


« A Woman in Derby-fhire having cozened A. 
* boy of fome money, was charged with: it, but ſhe. 

«© ſtifly denyed it, and being further urged to.confeſs. 
the truth, ſhe in a fearful mann er prayed God, 
*« that the earth might open, and: ſwallow her up. 

quick, if the had lit; and immediately the, uarth. 

„under her opned, aud; ſhe funk into it, and being; 
| 1004 „ afterwards 


6 two-pence or three-pence. more for a former debt, 


&« as touched or finged, though it was obſerved, that | 
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ſay to gentlemen that viſited 10 "bis nick 
dels, that he did curfe himſelf upon that occa- 
ſion to Thomas Evans, And this he acknowledged 
of his-own. accord, to Me and many others, ſe- 
veral times, when he ſeemed moſt ſerious and in 


earneſt, „ (Fhat he ſo curſed himſelf, and that 


66 + immediately upon the execration or curſing, 
* of himſelf, he had an inward horror or treme. 
bl: 7 58 upon him, a dread and fear of the di- 
*, vine majeſty, and juſtice of God, which fear 
* and working: .of . his. conſcience, continued: 
more or leſs many days after.) 
Ye" ok F aſked him (upon this ingenious ac- 
—— — Why he did not confeſs his wick- 
edneſs, and endeavour that the Bible might be 
reſtored to the owner? his anſwer was, (that 
the devil and his own heart would not ſuffer 


bim ) Yet this he acknowledged to Me. (That 


within, a. few days after. that execrtation his-fleſh 


began to look black at the wriſts of his- hands, 


and ſo continued divers weeks. before it did 
ſenſibly rot.) He went then and wrought my 
one Thomas, Ojborn a Joyner in Dudley, and 
Ofborn ſaith) continued with him about a fobt⸗ 
night (Shraye- tueſday being the * laft- 8 as he 
9%" +\\ We 


— 


* 3 1 2 [4 2 


ay 
PA 2 * «* 
—_—_—R #*.: 3 * 1 "© Fa | —_ = * 


70 . Maca for; they found her nine boot 
« within the earth, and that very money was found. 
in her pocket. This happened about the beginning. 
& of April 1667. and is well atteſted by the neigh-- 
. Hours, as appears by the printed narrative. And. 
6 the fame ſtory is abbreviated by Mr. Samuel 9 
& in his Second Vol, of examples. 
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well remembers): and that it was the laſt work 
that ever he did; which I cannot, wonder at 
confidering what this poor man ſaid to, Me, con- 


cerning himſelf in, reference to that time, viz, 
(After I had curted myſelf about the Bible, 


+ I wrought, with a Joyner at Drdlcy; but at 
© that time I had a fear and trembling upon Me, 
„ which frequently troubled Me, and made Me, 


“ myſelf weak and faint, and fearing an Aguge 


© or fever, I. went towards. an Acquaintance 


e but in the way, finding I was unable to go 
„ any further, I laid myſelf down in a barn 
% (at Porton-ha!l, as I remember) belonging to 
« Sir Walter Mroteſeley, and there continued 
„ two days and nights before I was found.)“ 
ſome ſay he ſaid (at other times,) from Tue/day 
night to Friday morning.) Being found, he 


was kept at the charge of, the pariſh of Tettenbal 
(in which Parton-Hall ftands,) until the next 
monthly meeting of the juſtices of peace, who 


March 27, 1677. by examination finding King's 
Swinford to have been the laſt place of his ſettle- 


ment, made an order he ſhould be. carried thi- 


ther, and maintained by that pariſh, There he 
was received, March 28. And John Bennet ap- 
pointed to take care of him: Firſt in a barn be- 
longing to the three Crowns, (an Inn Randing 
on the road between Molverbampton and Kid- 
derminſter,) and after one fortnight removed by 
the overſeers of the poor, to the dwelling houte 
of the ſaid Jobn Bennet his keeper, in J#all-heath 


n= fide. His fleſh, at firſt began, to rife in great 
= !umps or knots at the wriſts. of his hands, and at 
| : | $05 p zT | EC SPE 243 4 -— x4 | 
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kis Kater (as his Keeper tells Me,) and after a 

little time to break-and run, and ſhortly after to 

ſhrink from the bones at thoſe places, at 

which time white putrid matter came out and ran 

abundantly, cauſing exquiſite pain and torment 
to this* poor man: And ſo offenſive was the 

ſmell for ſeveral weeks together, that thoſe who 

came to viſit him, ho were not only many hun- 

dreds, bit, it is believed thouſands, (his Keeper 
and* neighbours ſay many thoufands) were not 

able to abide in the room with him, nor ſtand 

near without the door, except they had herbs ot 

other things at their mouth and noſe to ſmell 
to. The viſitans being ſo numerous at all times 
of the day, eſpecially on the Lord's-day, it 

| ſeemed to give him great diſturbance, and made 
p11 fin very. unwilling to talk at times or anſwer 
15 them any thing. They moved him once ſo far 

to impatience, when they crowded about him, 
each with a queſtion, having herbs, and other 
things at their noſes, that his paſſion made bim 
Bo 7 2 to forget his own condition, -and wiſh their 
1.0: Noſes might rot off, (as divers there preſent 
1 aſſured Me: ) For Which I gently, but ſeriouſly, 

4 | Teproved him at my next eint. He ſeemed to 
1 take the reproof well, acknowledging the fault 
# BY ils paſſionate expreſſions towards thein (provo- 
7 WY ked as he, ſaid, by their crowding, impertinent 
1 | curioſity, and fooliſh queſtions, or to that effeCt:) 
} BH But he had forgot, or would not confeſs, that 
| he uſed thoſe words, about their noſes rot- 
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EXEMPLIFIED. G6 


ter a to him, ſaying, © John, why doſt thou not dath 


er to „ out their teeth? Doſt thou not ſee how they 
s, at grin at me? And the like. = 
d ran About the twentieth of April, many little 
ment worms came out of the rotten fleſh, ſuch as are 
s the uſually ſeen in dead corps (as his keeper 
who told Me,) but after he was well waſhed and 
hun. [Rt cleanſed, thoſe ceaſed, and the room and ſmell + 
ceper was nothing ſo offenſive as formerly: Yet all 
e not that while (though it was rumoured in the 
Rand country) he would never confeſs his execration, 
bs oi and wiſhes againſt himſelf, untill his keeper 
imell denied to eaſe him of the vermin, lice, &c, that 
times filed his ſhirt and doublet, and continually tor- 
iy, it mented him. He then firſt promiſed, that if his 
made | keeper would cut them off and cleanſe him, (he 
nſwer had long before cut off all the hair of his head,) 
ſo far he would acknowledge the whole truth, which 
© him, be then did, in manner as is before related, 
other And now he began to beg inſtruction, and 
- him help to repent, and that ſome miniſters and 
" their if others, who came to viſit him, would pray for 
reſent || and with him, which many did, both public 
zouſly, | preachers and others, at ſeveral times; and ſome 
med to who lived near him (as I did,) often, Being aſked 
e fault by me, what he deſired might be begged of God 
prove- W for him, he returned anſwer to this purpoſe: 
krinem „ That God would give him repentance, and 
effect:) . pardon his ſins above mentioned, viz. Idle- 
s, that . neſs, ſtealing, lying, curſing, ſwearing, drunk- 
<2 rot- . enneſs, unclean thoughts, and conſtant pro- 
. pha neneſs, &c. That he would ſave him 
\ften be e for Chriſt's lake, and give him patience in the 
aid ca en me. I did accordingly endeavour to 
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repreſent his caſe before God, and with humble 
earneſtneſs to pray for mercy for bim; and he 
ſeemed at that time to be ſomewhat affected witl 
the prayer, &c. 

It was about this time, if J * not, tha 
he ſent for Humphrey Babbs Wife, from whon 


he ſtole the Bible, ſhe came, and brought the 


maid he ſold it to, along with her; to them he 
confeſſed the wrong he had done, and delirec 


they would forgive bim; which the Wife tole 
me the did heartily, and prayed God to forgive 


bim as ſhe did. The maid ſeemed to be of the 
ſame mind and chriſtian temper. 

Very many (as I hinted before) bearing ol 
him, came from all parts adjacent, and ſome 


from places far diſtant, to ſee this ſad ſpectacle 


of divine Juſtice: And amongſt the reſt, ſome 
of the Romaniſis, one of which, he and his keep- 
er ſuppoſed to be a Prieſt of chat profeſſion, who 


was earneſt with him to renounce his religion, 


and become a Catbolick (as he called it) and 
they would remove him, take care to heal his 
ſorers, and (ſaid the man, whom they ſuppoſed 
to be the Prieſt) Iwill pawn my ſoul for thine, 


that thou ſhalt be ſaved: Which JI am inform- 


ed, is an ordinary form of ſpeech amongſt the 


fu de men to their party. When 1 enquiret 
of this poor man (to try him) why he did not 
accept of their offers? he a., ſwered to this pur- 
poſe, (To what end? How can he pawn hi 

«© foul for mine? none can ſave me but. Chriſt) 
Others who had occaſion to travel this way 
from London, and other parts far off, weſt and 
north, 
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north, viſited him, we hope not to ſatisfy their 
curiofity ſo much, as to behold a monument 


of divine ſeverity, and that they might bear 


witneſs, that although ſentance againſt an evil 
work is not always executed ſpeedily, yet, God 
leaves not himſelf without a witneſs, in this, as 
well as former ages, againſt Atheiſm and grand 
impiety. Wan e 
pon the eighth of following, both 
his legs were fallen off at the knees, 
which the poor man perceived not until his 
keeper told him and ſhewed them to him, hold- 
ing them up in his hands, and his right hand 
hanging only by ſome ligament, by a little 
touch of a knife, was taken off alſo: The other 


* 


hand at the ſame time being black as a ſhoe, 


and not much unlike, in the fancy of ſome, 
for roughneſs and hardneſs, to the outſide ef 
a dried neats- tongue. 
a long time afterwards by ſome ſuch thing as 


the former, and might (it is pofhble) have con- 


tinued in that manner untill his death, if he 
had not defired his keeper to take that away 
alſo as the former, becauſe it was troubleſome 
to him. Now although putrid matter frequent- 
ly iſſued out at thoſe places, yet he had not ſo 


much pain as he had formerly for a month or 
fix weeks, as he freely confeſſed; and acknow- 
ledged that his ſtomach was good, and did digeſt _ 
ſuch meats as he took, and that he had evacua- 


tions by fiege and urine, as heretofore in his 
health, 2 os 

So that continuing in this condition ſome 
weeks, many began to think the. iſſues might be 


KS - ſtopped, . 
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This hand hanged on 
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ſtopped, and his life preſerved many years, if 
regularly ordered. Some of the pariſhoners 
were moved in it, that Phyſicians and Surgeons 
might be conſulted, and good advice taken in 
the caſe; but I cannot learn that any. thing was 
done about it, being judged, by ſome, incura- 
ble. It is ſaid that he expreſſed himſelf to ſome 
that viſited him in this manner. (That now 


„e the curſe wherewith he had curſed himſelf, 


being fully come to paſs (in that his hands 


„were rotted off) he was perſuaded it would 


*© go no further.) But he forgot that God 
puniſhed him, not for that ſin only, but, for 
all his great tranſgreſſions | png, 7 for that 
chiefly) as he formerly confeſſed to Me, he be- 
leived. At laſt his fleſh began to waſte, and 


his ſpirits to fail; ſo that viſiting him again 


and obſerving ſome change in his fleſh and 
countenance more than formerly, I laboured 
to convince him more fully of his condition, 
and to perſuade him to look up to the great 
Phyſician in whoſe hands are the iſſues of life 
and death, &c. He ſeemed to give diligent 
attention, and earneſtly defired me to pray with 
him; after prayers, when I was about to leave 
him for that time, he deſired I would not for- 


get him in my prayers; making it alſo his earn- 


eſt requeſt, that I would come again when ever 


he ſhould ſend for Me, which I promiſed I 


would at any hour day or night, This was 
une 16, and on the 19, (as his keeper ac- 
knowledgeth) he was in great anguiſh and 
trouble of mind, crying out What ſhall I do 
foul With many other ex- 

5 preſſions 
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preſſions to the ſame purpoeſ; being very fick, 


and fearing his approaching death. But upon | 


what account his keeper would not ſend for 


Me (in whoſe hearing he earneſtly defired 


Me to come to him) he knows beſt, and muſt. 
anſwer it, if it was his fault for private reſpects, 
as is conjectaured. On June 21. in the morn- 
ing, I went to viſit him, unſent for, but found 


him unſenſible, and paſt any further advice. I 
ſtaid by him until almoſt: noon. He lay fill; 


with his eyes fixed, as a dying man, moved not 
at any thing we ſaid to him, but upon pouring 
into him a little drink with a ſpoon at ſe- 
veral times, he coughed a little and groaned, 
and then lay as before. When I ſaw there 
was no probability he would underſtand any 
thing I ſaid, I left him (after prayers made. for 


him with the company there preſent, in the 


houſe) and had notice brought Me, that he died 
about two hours after _ Goparture: from 


him. 


Before I ſum up the whole of this narrative, 
and account of his condition, I judge it may 
be acceptable to the reader, to inſert ond 
thort obſervations communicated to Me by a 
ingenious gentleman, our neighbour, who Fi 
veral times viſited him in his affliction, Take, 
them therefore in his own words, 

* When I firſt ſaw this young man (which 
© was quickly after he was brought i into King's- 
* Swinford) he appeared to Me, to be of a. vigo- 
ge rous ſtatè of body, and of an healthy con- 
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which he laboured, his .hands and legs being 
then deprived of ſenſe and motion. I obſerv- 
ed them, and handled him: They were from 
both wriſts and knees blackiſh and dying; 
and I took notice, that about each wrifl and 
knee, there was as it were a circle at the joint, 
that divided the ſound from the dying parts, 
and ſeemed like a ligature, prohibiting any 
nouriſhment to paſs thoſe bounds; ſo that 
the blood and ſpirits being wonderfully ſtop- 
ped in their circulation, it muſt neceſſarily 
follow, that the parts thus deprived of their 
wonted ſupply, muſt wither and die as a 
leaf in autumn: Which ſad progreſs they 
made till both hands and legs from the wriſts 
and knees became dead and dried, black and 
hard, like mummy, before they fell off at 
the joints, which they afterward did. I alſo 
obſerved, that at the wriſts, above each of 
the forementioned circles, there brake out 
a ſore, at which the nouriſhing juice (deſign- 


ed by nature to have fed thoſe parts) emp- 


tied itſelf (now in thoſe ſores corrupted) in 
a guitture or ſanies, ſo horrible ſtinking, that 
few of his viſitants could well endure the 
room without ſome ſtrong ſmelling defen- 
ſative. But viſiting him after - thoſe dead 
limbs were fallen from the body (all but one 
hand which was almoſt ſevered) I ſaw the 
joints with the fleſh look well and healthy. 
They ſeemed to Me, free and untouched by 
the former mortification, being quick and 
ſenſible, that now the fellow complained up- 
on. the leaſt touch thereof, yet ſceming to 

pro- 
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EXEMPLIFIED. 6- | 


« miſe an eaſy cure, for that ichorous ſtinking 
«© humour was gone; the fleſh was raw, but 
“ {weet, and here and there beſmered with a 
& thick corrupt pus, an encouraging ſign (ſay 
«© Artifts,) that ſores incline to healing: But 
„ this poor creature wanting all help from art 
«© or medicine, ſave what the application of the 
c leaves of mulleins afforded, which by his 
& keeper were uſed to defend the raw parts; in 
«© ſome weeks there iſſued the like thin and ſtin- 
“ king humour as before, which ſoon put a 
6e period to his life, ſo far my friend.” 
As to the young man himſelf, he was (as he 
told Me, a fewdays before he died) about twenty 
two years of age. It was eaſy to obſerve, he 
had been a ftrong young man naturally, of a 
ſtubborn temper, much hardened by evil courſes; | 
yet he ſeemed ſometimes to be affected with his 1 
condition, the diſcourſes made to him, and pray= 
ers with him; and I wiſh I might have had from | 
him as clear an evidence of a comfortable change | 
wrought in him, as I would gladly have told | 
the world, I muſt in charity leave his final 
condition to God, who thus afflicted and chaſ- 
tized him, for the ſpace df near four months, 
that he might be a ſignal ſpectacle to thouſands, 
of Gods diſpleaſure againſt impiety. | 


= 


The ſum of all is this, that a ſtrong, luſty 
young man, as moſt in the country where he was 
born, being unfaithful to God and his Maſter, = 
and giving himſelf to licentiouſneſs and wicked= 
neſs, was brought to a morſel of bread ; and by IM 
doing evil and denying it with execrations, had 
a ſting and ſecret remorſe in his conſcience, 


by 
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by which aud want (the fruit of his idleneſs 
and intemperance) he grew. faint and weak, and 
his hands waxed feeble: not being able to work, 

he defigned to betake himſelf to his friends,“ but 


was ſtopped by the way, forced to lie down 


under the hand of God, that the curſe where 
with, he had curſed b might come upon 
him ; and fo by the ſtupendious providence of 
God, he. was made a ſpectacle to the world of 


divine ſeverity many weeks, that others might 


ſee, and hear, and fear, and do no more wick- 
edneſs. And I with, God may have no reaſon 


to lay to any, (as by the apoſtle in another 
caſe.)—“ Acts xiii. 41. Behold ye deſpiſers 


and wonder and periſh: For I work a work 


in your days, Which you ſhall in no wile 
& believe though a-man declare! it unto you Ty 7 


3 


; 


* Dr. Ford in bis 3ifcourſe upon this Malanchely 


2 has the following obſcrvations, 


641 ) The greatneſs and publicneſs of 2 divine 
firoke, beyond what is common to men; eſpecially, 
if ſo great, as in common rept: te, to be above the 
power of man to inflict, gives the firſt” -glimpſe of 
light in chis caſe. Which puts us, (as it Iawfylly 
may, nay more in duty ought, where the concern 
is {6me way our own) upon enquiry into the nature 


of it, for we are: * rel to do fo in human ſocies 


ties If a ſtranger come by a gallows or a whip- 
ping poſt, and fee a man hanged, and drawn, 
aud quartered at the one, and another. ſeverly hip- 
ed; at the other; he will preſently be enquiring, 
Wiereſor ſuch perſons are handled with, fuch ſeveri: 
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9 | Queſt. See to him of the deplorableneſs 


— 


SIR, 


ing requeſted by Mr. 7/lngworth, 
to give you an account of what I 
am able to ſay concerning John 
Duncalf, I apprehend the beſt way 
is by a bare and brief Narative 
of that diſcourſe that paſſed be- 
tween us, whilſt I was with' him; 
if there is any thing worth your 
cognizance, you may make uſe of 


it as you pleaſe, 


Our Diſcourſe was as followeth: 


May 1ſt. 1677. 


of his condition, and that ſure. there 
was 


6 


it, 


2 5 


= ty in fo notorions a manner? And when ſeverities, 


may be far greater from God, befall. any. with as 
| | public. 
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was a. more than ordinary. hand of Gods provi- 
dence in it, ariſing from ſome evil act or actions 
of his. | 


— — 
og 


2 ti *— 2 


1 Anſw. 


public circumſtances, it is equally material for the 
Spectators, and much more ihe ſufferers, to enquire 
what he means by them; and even to ſuſpect the 
worſt, that they may be juddicidl executions, till 
he be informed otherwife, Lea God. himſelf, inti- 
mates his apprebatton of mens inquiſitivenefs, in 
ſuch, caſes: When he tells the Fews, that he would 


Tnflict fuch ſore plagues on them, as ſhould move 


ail nations to aſk, Wherefore hath the Lord done 
thus unto this land? What meaneth the heat of his 
great Anger ? = | Ao: 

( 2, ) But this alone, is not a ſufficient character 
to warrant us to pronounce ſuch a. ſtoke to be a 
divine Judgment, how ſevere ſoever it be, except 
there appear as evident and notorious a crime in 


conjunction with it. For the judging by the former 


mark fingly, miſled Job's friends in his cafe: And 
the men of Melita, in the cenſure they poſſed upon 
Sr, Paul, when they ſaw the viper hanging on bis 
hand. And it may miſlead us in like caſe. For 
if we interpret all ſuch great and remarkable ſeveri- 
ties, on whomſoever they fall, to divine Judgment, 
we ſhall be often endangered unjuſtly, to cond ;om 
the generation of God's beft children. But where 
both thefe in the fame perfons meet with equal 
evidence: we can hardly be miſtaken, (except all 
mankind be ſuppoſed to be ſo to, and who com- 
monly argue in ſuch caſes from this character) in 


calling ſuch” providences; judgments of God; or, 


if we be miſtaken, it is (in a ſort) a ſafe erroar 
as that which (if we make a religious uſe of our 
| . apprehenſions 
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apprehenſions about it) will miſlead us only into 


feſt, by the fair and legible impreſſion and image 


a ſtrange fire from heaven, was a divine ſtroke 


# Cloſe, 4s to ſurprize the offender in the very act. 


of a foul fin not to be named;; and the firing of the 
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Anſiu. Anſwered yes, it was for his ſins. 
Duet, When I told him that ſin was gener- | 
„ e | ally, | 


- 


** * 


—— 


ſuch affections, and actions as tend to God's glory, 
and our own benefit and advantage. cnt vol 

{ 3. ) And a far greater evidence is given in this 
caſe many times, to make divine Judgments mani- 


of the very offence itſelf, upon the. puniſhment inflic- 
ted. The drowning of Pharao and the Egyptians 
in the red ſea, was a puniſhmenti ſo like their fin 
in drowning all the male ohildren of the Iſraelites 
in the. river; The burning Nadab and Abihn with 


ſo aptly ſuited to their offence in offering incenſe 
with ſtrange fire to heaven: The inceſtuous defile- 
ment of. David; Concubines by Abſalom, bad ſo 
expreſs a ſignature of ike defilement of Uriah's wife 
by David and (to mention no more examples at 
preſent) the cutting off the. thumbs and great toes 
of Adonibezek himſelf, was ſo fignal a requital of 
the like cruelty ſhewed by him to 70 Kings before + 


that no man needs to doubt the awfulneſs of callin 


them by his name, they have always born, that of 
remarkable divine Judgments, And it can rati- 
onally be no matter of ſcruple to any one, to give 
providences of the like ſtamp the ſame nameſtill. 

( 4. ) And it makes much to the ſtrengthning the: | 
evidence in ſuch matters, when ſuch remarkable | 
Divine ſtrokes tread cloſe upon the heels of ſome. 
notorious offence, as oftentimes they do: yea ſo: | 


The ftrikiag of ſodomites blind in the very attempt 


whole 


Tay ee 


ally, the procuring cauſe of every mans ſuffer- 
ings: but under ſuch remarkable and dreadful 
| _ ſufferings 
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whole city the next morning with a ſtorm of flam- 
ing brimſtone ; the cleaving of the earth to ſwal- 


low Keyah and his company, even whilſt they ftood 
daringly in the face of God and the congregation, 
to avouch a foul rebellion againſt Moſes and a ſacri- 
legious uſurpation, Aarons, priefthood ; the runing 


through of Zimri and. Caſbi, in the very act of bold 


and audacious uncleanneſs; the ſlaying of Belſhax- 
zar the very night following his profane debauch, 
ated by the abuſe of Gods conſecrated veſſels to 
drunkenneſs, at an idols feaſt the turning off his 
grandfather Nabuchadnezzr a grazing among oxen, 
when that vaunting brag was ſcarce out of his mouth, 
Is not this great Babylon that I have built for the 
houſe of the kingdom, by the might of my power? 
the ſmitting Ananias and Saphira dead, with a lye 
in their mouths to cover their ſacriledge: the cating 
up Herod by worms, ſo cloſely attending upon 
his owning the blaſphemous flattery of the people: 
and many more like inſtances to theſe, none ever 
gave a ſofter title to, than that of divine Judgments. 


And wherefore the drunkards breaking his neck in 


his drunkenneſs, and the hectoring challengers 
being ſlain in a duel, and the putjured perſons 
being ſmitten dumb or dead in this perjury, and 
the like penal events befalling other finners in the 
very act of other ſins of as hainous a nature: 
may not ftill be a parity of reaſon, paſs for 
providences of the ſame denomination, 1 cannot 
imagine, | 


FEET When ſuch penal providences are the evi. | 
« dent and notorious, con ſequents of provoking and 
| N „ daring 


ſufferings as theſe were, there 18 uſually. one or 
more ſpecial ſins to be inquired” after, as the 
neareſt procuring cauſe or cauſes, 

 Anſw. He anſwered yes; 0 it was in his caſe 


He 


Ws . 8 - ” 
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40 daring appeals applications, ar e RE God 
« of any kind; or of conteſts with him: There is 
„ all the reaſon in the world why we ſhould take 
« them for divine Judgments, extorted by an inis 
60 N of provoking infolence. 

5 .) In caſe of appeal to God, implicit or 
cc 2 When the bitter water under the. Jaw, 


„Wife againſt her ſelf, in caſe ſhe was guilty of the 
„fact ſhe wes: ſuſpected of, cauſed her belly to ſwell, 
zn:i her thigh to rot; the implicit appeal to God's 


« a divine Judgment, When Korah and his com- 


10 plices dare put into a divine determination, ube- 


« ther they had not as much right to offer incenſe as 
« Agron and his ſons: The event in this cafe de- 
„ clared, that God judged the cauſe in which be was 
© thus appealed to againſt them; nd when the 
wicked Jews by tumultuous out- cries called on pilate 

& to crucitie Jeſus, for a mzlefaQor, and encourage 
him, when his cor ience boggles at ſo foul an ct 
of injuftice, with this fearful imprecation,. (in the 
8 of ſuch an appeal) that if he were not guil- 
God would lay his blood on them and their 

& chdren; and the event of ſo many ages, hath 


from their whole poſterity: None but an hare 
Geneg Jew will ever doubt, whether there be a 
divine Judgment in this caſe or no. Lay, 


when 
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envenomed by the imprecation of the diſloyal | 


deciſion in this caſe, made the event evidently to be 


| ' declared the faid guilt net to be yet waſhed off 


— ar DEI — - PP 


He ſtole a Bible from a woman, and beig — 
ged with it, denied it with this fearful wiſh 
| Abet 


5 


— 


„ when holy Fob, x the unjuſt charges of his 
* cenforious friends, who among other crimes, tax- 
60 ed him with breaking the arms of the lets. 
« i. e. That by bis power he had ſo cruſhed them, 
* that they were diſabled to maintain their right 
„ againſt him, had appealed to God for his vindi- 
* cation, and Imprecated againſt himſelf, that if 
« he were guilty of this crime, his arm might fall 
« iron his thoulder-blade, and be broken from bone; 
% J. e. That the fleſh might rot from the bone, 
6 till his arm fell from his ſhoulder; if a little 
„after, that arm had dropped off according to bis 
execration, and ſome concurring evidence with- 
% all had appeared to prove him guilty of the fact 
„which he ſo diſclaimed, (I ſay, if it badſo fallen 
% out, which it did not, Bets he was innocent 
1 bad rot his friends been juſtified, if they had crycd 
& 6ut in the words of the Pſalmift, behold! the Lord 
« is known by the Judgment that he cxecuteth! 


.) ld coſe of ad dreſs or application to him, | 


13 matters of another nature, As in promiſſory 
« oaths, (or which in jubſtance is all one) 1mpreca- 
«© tions of God' s Vengeance, upon non- performance of 
„ What men undertake to do. Which addreſſes are 
6 either ferious or cuſtomary. And in both ſorts, 
Gas Judgment may be maniſeſted, as the cir- 
%% cunftances may be. 

„ (z. ) In ferious adcrefſes of this kind. As in 
& the caſe of the. chiloren of Vrael, why they 
bete obliged to fiy amen, to the fearful courſes 


„% ant en d io the lau; hey. % herein im. licitly 


« addreſs them ſelves to Grd, and piay, that ali thoſe 


« curſes 
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(that his hands might rot off if he ſtole it.) 
Queſi. Then I aiked hay whether his hands 


began 


the place O 


curſes, in caſe of diſobedience to that law, might 
_ them; which curſes are therefore called the 
urſes of the covenant, becauſe they covenanted 


- wi God upon that penalty to keep his come 
mandments there mentioned, And therefore, at- 


terwards, when God bad executed thoſe ſeverities 
upon them, which made all the neighbouring na- 
tions to enquire, (wherefore the Lord had dealt fo 
with them.) Men are directed by God to anſwer, 
becauſe they have forſaken the covenent of the 
Lord, the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt 
this land to bring upon it all the curſes written in 
this Book. And be moreover tells them, that they 
need not fear offending by a Tak cenſure, wiere 


| God's Judgments with the cauſes of them were 
fo manifeſt, For though ſecret things belong to 


God; i. e. in dark caſes, we mult not be too for- 


ward to paſs our ſentence upon Gods provedential 


Prog yet things revealed, (as ſuch Judg- 

ents inflicted upon ſuch a forfeiture by a coves 
05 betwixt God and a people are) belong to us 
and our children, to interpret and improve them. 
and the like may be the caſs of particular per- 
ſons, when they vow and ſolemnly covenant 
with God to leave fach vices, and amend their 
lives; and to bind themſclves the more firmly, 
imprecate ſuch evils upon themſelves, in cafe 


they fail in performance, Of which there is a 


notable inſtance in one of our late Writters, 
of Sir Jervaſe Ellowis, (as he calls him) who at 
execution took notice to all the 


people preſent of God's juſt n chat brought 
G 2 4 him 
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began to blacken, or change colour, or tingle, ED 
&. preſently after the imprecation, or that 
fearful wiſh of his. E : | 
Auſw. Anſwered no; but his conſcience tins 
gled ſadly. 
Queſt. 


* Py 
— — 


——_—— 
— 


— 


bim to that end; for that he had folemnly (being 
given to gaming) upon ſome ſpecial occaſion, 
prayed to God, that if he did ſo any more, he 
might be hanged: and having broken his promiſe 
** with God, he had brought his own wiſh upon 


66 him. | 


8 * 1 
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Dueft, John, how long was it a're you 
hands began to rot, or had any ſigns of putrefac- 
tion upon them after the curſe ? | , 

Anſw. About a fortnight. | > 
Queſt. Have you made your peace with God 
for ſo great an offence ? "4 
Anſio. (Being a man not apt to ſpeak, and | 
ignorant withal) made little anſwer, only ſhaked * |} 
his head. PE LL 5 | 
Queſt. Have you aſked the woman forgive- 
neſs, and to your power endeavoured to maxe 
ſatisfaction; or if the Bible where in your hands, 
to make reſtitution? x : 
Anſw, Yes, he did ſend for her, and ſhe 
came accordingly, and prayed God to forgive 
him, for ſhe did. 53 1 — 
Nach. John, canſt pray ? I have not found 
in thee any motions or inclinations thereunto 
fine no , 
Anſw. Shakes his head agan, and nothing 
he ſaid. „ 155 | 
Queſt. John, doſt thou know how at ſo great 
a diſtance as fin hath made thee, to go to the 
F ather ? F coy 7 A. 
Anſio. Yes, by Jeſus Chriſt, whiſpering it 
One ſi. { 


ſoftly, yet ſo as I might hear him. 


_ „ 
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* 
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«« rately imprecate in this world; and doubt he 
% doth fo to many more in another world, where y | 
„their (God-damns me) and (the Devil take me) | 
* and the like familiar forms of cuſtomary diſcourſe, 
«« with prophane men, are (with the ſtinging atteſt» 
« tations of their own conſciences to God's Juſtice 
** therein) ſadly verified upon them to all eternity,” 


. 


the leaſt token of penitence in thee 
Lord enlarge thine heart; and make thy con- 
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Queſt. Then fearing he did not underſtand 


hst Chriſt hath done for the World, I yery 


briefly opened to him the tenor and conditic ns 
of the covernant of grace, and ſo how he muſt 
expect mercy at the hands of Gd. 

Anſw. Then (ſo far as I could gueſs,) he 


bagan ſomewhat to relent, for the tears trickled 


down his cheeks, and many ſymptoms of con- 


victlon and ſorrow ſeemed to be upon him; 
ſaying theſe words, or to this, pur rpoſe: For 


Gods ſake, fir, pray for me. | 
Dueſt, John, [ am glad to ſee ſome thought, 
the 


ſcience tender I am willing John, to pray 
for thee, and fol perce? ve 1s this whole com- 
pany. But it would be great ſatisfaction to us, 


N 


11 y ou Would acqUAIDAL GE Woal Ne inould more 


particularly deſired of God on your account. 
Anſw. Good ſir, that my fins may be par- 


doned, as loſs of time, neglect of duty, a 


the ſervice of God. 
Queſt Is not ſabbath! adi * ? 
Hnſw. O yes, ves! | 
Queſt. Have you any thing elſe to fay > 
Aaſiu. No., Then let us pray. 39 
Ending with the Lords prayer, he repeated 


he petitions after me, ſaying Amen, with ſome- 


what an elevatcd voice; being ob! erved to weep 
ſeveral times whilſt we continued: prayer. 
After which I parted with him, making me 
to promiſe hun the continuation of my pr ayers. 
About a fortnight after he ſends a meſſenger 
to Me, to tell Me he defired my company 
; again; 


os, 
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again; at which time I made it my buſineſs 

not ſo much to aſk him queſtions, as to inform 

him of thoſe truths that as I thought had a 

neceſſary tendency to eternal peace. (Spen- 4 

ding ſome hours with him that day, be ing | 

as I could bear the noyſom ſtench, that then 

came from him.) Before I came away that { 

time, which was the laſt time that I ſaw him; 
his keeper told Me, that a popiſh prieſt had J 
been with him ſome few days before, earneſtly | 
endeavouring to proſelite him to their reli- 
gion; uſing this argument, That if he would 
turn Roman catholick, I will pawn my ſoul ; 
to thy ſoul that thou ſhalt be @ved. But all 1 
he could obtain of the poor man, wag only We: 
this, that he would conſider of it, Then aſking | 
John Duncalf, whether this was true? He an= 
ſwred J was praying with him, I took my final 
leave and farwell. This is all (worthy fir,) 
that | know concerning him. I can only add I 
that I am | 


= 
* 
& 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


JONATH. NEWTON. 
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Rinfare, Aug. 17, 
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